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To the 


READER. 


Friendly Reader, 


Have here made mention of the Good Cauſe and muy of 

God in plain words, (according to the knowledge of bs 

Son revealed in me) with much leave to all men; that 
they might with their eyes ſee, and with their ears bear, the 
voice of the beloved Son of God; be converted, bealed, and 
live unte him in righteouſneſs and true kolineſs, Andi 
thou be willing to k uo this one way for thine own ſoul, 
(with the true ſlate thereof) turn in thy mind to the pure 
ligbt of the Lord Jeſiu, to the word that is nerr thee, in thy 
mouth and in thine heart; commune there , aud be ſtill to 
obey it, that thou maiſt know thine own Teacher, learn thine 
own Leſſon, feel and ſind hom thy ſoul proſpereth and tra- 
velleth in its journey towards the boly Land of heavenly 
Love, and bleſſed Reſt ;, to enter therein, and ceaſe from 
thy own works, as God did from bu, 

And thus prepared, read on conſiderately with deep ſad- 
neſs, great dread, love and metetneſi, that thou maiſt feel 
the love andfavour theretn, (not to get words, and thereby 
cæceive thyſoul) and ever mind the preſept ſtirrixgs in thy 
heart to love and long after os, Lords knocking at thy * 
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. thereto, by the leading of bis bleſſedſpirit of holineſs,(what- 
ever others ſcoſſingij may ſpeak thereof ) and ſo feel and 
find what aduiſcable part of the enſuing Treatiſe may con. 
Us 


ern thy preſent flate ;, andabertiq part ide ford 

jolls thou hel- th ai ſling 5 

er, yy it . for the ęiernal life ( here but bin- 
wnlf 


ted at) w far from the roving wild mind. and unſt able ſoul, 
and cannot be truely taſted, or ſweetly ſavoured, ſq long as 
the ſout remains ignorant of its ſelf and true Teacher , or 
lehola any created things, andmingles with them; becauſe 
Eternity is perſefly free from all ſimilitudes, appearances, 
and periſhing things, as being of and in the Father of lights, 
(with whom is no variablenefs, nor ſhadow of 
changing) whoſe pure preſence ſo raviſheth the exl\ghtned 
foul, that it ar ſireth not hing lut union with that light, and 
to I nom and do what that willeth in him; and therein ſrel- 
eth to bring all others in to the ſame heavenly ſrame aud hap- 
Py eſtate of envleſs joy and bleſſed laue, (without hope of re- 
ward; or fear of pumſhment) wherein dependeg all the ſouls 
happineſs, which no man ought to ſhun, neither indeed doth, 
but he that is wilfully blind, willingly ignorant of the love of 
God in Chrift Fefme,, (the true bght ;) andenemy to vertue, 
#nd the health aud fafety of bis own ſoul, becauſe this pure 
path is ready prepared, and ever open , waiting io embrace 
and conduF the ſoul that fo cometh z, and is ſuch as-whereag 

pure mind finds the entrance eafie , platn and pleaſant , 
ſuch as wherein the unlearned, (fools in the worlas eſteem) 
and of mean capacities; cannot erre : but the worldly-wiſe, 
S nd Canelf) 08 epuamnet 
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fortheex open; that the King of glory. may come in 
ond ſtor ther what F 


To the Reader. 
with , it i; ſo contrary to their wiſdom z, and the entrance, 
4 firait gate to them, becaaſe therein their invented Arts, 
avid Sill, have no place, ( which they that traſt to 
all one dey know , and pay for their credulity) though 0- 
therwiſe commendable and uſeful in the 
matters, And herein ii the great 


bis leaſt and loweſt appearance might come to him; and in 
bis pare path of pleaſure andIligh , ſee light, and fnde re- 
freſbment , as theſe that have gone before in dwning and 
witneſsing his good old Cauſe in bis way; as did righteous 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Mofes, the Prophets, 
Chrift Jeſus himſelf , and his Diſciples, ( Martyrs and o- 
thers) dit, and ſtill do, to obey him in all the leadings of his 
love in their ſouls, and feelings of bis grace 4nd ſpiritual fa- 
vour; that they may know him more aud better and ſo grow 
up in him, and ( by bis ſpiritual nouriſhment pruning and 
purging , le fitted to bring forth more fruit in moſt bumble 
and modeſt manner of obedience, according tothe farther 
diſcoveries of his higher glory, and be therein exerciſed, that 
the purchaſed inheritance of the Saints in light , and crown 
thereof, may be in due time received. | 


wen Thy Friend, 


N. H. 
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The One Good Way of Goo, 
Contrary to the mayy different Ways of 
Men's Making. 


Intend not here to ſay mach (though ſomerhing may be en- 
pected) of the Manner how , Matter whereof , or Time when 
the Lord God formed the firſt Man Adam, and breathed inte 
hin the breath of life, whereby he became a living ſoul z or 
how long he abode in that innocent life, of obedience, accor- 
ding to the abilities thereby given him, ro converſe with God, 
and give names to the ocher Creatures, according to their na- 
tyres 3 how God made him a meet helper ; how the Devil (as a ſabtil 
Serpent) prevailed with the woman, and both with Adam, to learn and 
ſtrive to be kingly, potent, and skilful to reign, and rule over the Love 
and meckneſs of God, and by (clt-will to look out (with a luſtful minde) 
after what was forbidden-him, and to rake coment in the viſible things 
of this Earthly Creation, and be ambitio :s and covetous thereof (where · 
in the devils Kingdom conkſts) for which the ſerpent was re jected, and 
alſo man caſt out of Paradice, from the ſweet preſence of God, into this 
viſible world, to take his portion (where his proud heart had choſen it) 
in thz knowledge of good and evil, inventions and luſts, without and 
contrary to God ; and how this begot in him an evil opinion of God, 
trouble of Mind and condemnagion in himſelf ; whereby ſorrow of ſoul | 
ſeiſed an him, love, meekneſs and humanity was loſt , and he was doad 
unto Gad, and all good, bur alive to every Juſt and _ — in- 
ward ly as a devil, and ontwardly as a beaſt by: his ſo abuſing his 
truſt ) inſomuch, that he then eſteemed God before wav his life 
and light) as his enemy, and became affraid of him, and could in 
no wile change his mind to love and truſt God: again, ( though the 
Led God changed not) but covered himſelf with ourware things; 25 
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Fig - leaves, and hid bimſelf from the preſence of God among the ure 
a he heard his voice there in 2 of the day 2 Or how Adu 
excuſed himſelf concerning his nakedneſs, his fear, or the prevatency of 
ide temptation, by reaſon of his light or looſe-mindedneſs : bo he 
was di ven out of the Garden, and Cherubim with a ſaming ſword ſet 
ap to turn every way, and keep the way of che tree of Iiſe i or what was 
Egured out thereby, conceming mans having his choſen portion in this 
world of his om will, ſelfiſh „ and carthly'glory , by which fin 
emred, and death by fin came over all men, inaſmuch as all have fin- 
ned, and come ſhort of rhe glory of God, by N truth into a lye, 
worſhipping and ſerving the Creature inſtead of the Creator, ( who is 
God over all, and rich untu all chat call upon him) and ſo are become 
enemies in cheir minds through evil works, and to every work re- 

robates; and no vn to be cecoveted, but through the Joyce and ten- 
— mercy of the Lord God, ( ſo much abuſed) inthe chen promiſcd 
ſeed, to bruiſe the Serpents head, deſtroy his finful will and wiſdom in 
mans mortal body, and reſtore him again to God, (from whom by tranſ- 
greſſion he fell)by turning his mind into the eternal counſel & will, and 
thereby bringing in an ever laſting righteouſneſs, in the new man, crea- 


ted in Chriſt Jeſus, by the ſpirit of holineſs, to good works , and walk in 


them, to the reſtaurat ion of all things, c. But ot theſe things briefly, 
tat I may be more large touching the end of mans Creation , and his 
duty in telat ion thereto , in which Abel offered an acceptable ſacrifice, 
gnoch walked with God, pleaſed him, was tranſlated, and not found (by 
any tenration) for God took him into the eternal heavenly hearing, ee · 
ig, taſting , feeling of love, and firm obedience, wherein the Lord 
GOD accepts every man that ſo comes unto him in Chriſt Jeſus , (the 
ſame unchangeable way, truth and life) as babes and ſucklings, and ſo 
receive his kingdom as little children, and ( inthe new ſpicicusl birth, 
and by the ſincere milk of the word) grow up in him, and become wholly 
his, and for him, in his eternal counſel and will, and have heir conver- 
ſations in heaven, hating the fleſn, and drinking the blood of the Son 
cf God, and partaking of hisholineſs, and glory, wherein the Tempter 
cannot find them, though he may contend as he did about the body of 
Moſes. But though Epoch ſo walked with God, and after him, Noah was 
fingular in his generation, yer (as it is written) The wickedneſs of max 
was great in the earth, the imaginations and thoughts of bis heart onely evil 
continually ;, for all fleſhbad corrupted their way; the earth was filled with 
violence : inſomuch that the Lord repented that be bad made man on the earth: 


dur man (by his Deed cauſing this) —_— not to give glory to Ood, 


(in any general way) yet for all this, the Lords love and long ſuffeti 
waited in the days of Noah, and afterwards ſuffered the evil manners 
his the natural ſeed of Abraham) in the wilderneſs, and endu- 
-red (as now he doth). the veſſels of wrath fitted for es, (by unbe- 
| lief, hardneſs of heart, and rebellion againſt him J that ſpend their 
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time s, and weary their wits, about eating, drinking, revelling, dancin 
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and ſerving their laſts of all kinds, with violence, in vicious living, as 
if char were the very end of mans Cteation, The Lords love in tcnde- 
ring redemprion, his outward chaſtiſements, inward ſmitings, and ſuffe- 
rings in his beloved ſcryants , whereby he watneth all men to repen- 
rance, and to take heed how they allow or plead for their fins, (as moſt 
do) faying, They muſt have their fins while their ſouls ate in their bo- 
dies; or (as ſome ſpeak) until their laſt gaſp : but it were better ſaid 
by ſuch men, Thar they may , but not, come to Chriſt to be led 
otherwiſe by his light and ſpirit of holineſs ,to be cleanſed ft om all un- 
rightcouſneſs; were they but willing to follow him in his bleſſed foot- 
ſteps before the Lords jealouſie and wrath be yer farther kindled againſt 
chem, chat ſo wax old in their evil ways by cuſtom therein; ſpecially 
in theſe times of tryal , while he is working wonders in the ank » and 
delivering his choſen ones, avenging his elect, (that cry to him) exe- 
curing the judgement written, as well for the rebellious, as for proving 
and purging his. own houſhold - ſervants; or think the time not near 
when he ſhall ſay ; They are turned to their idols, let them alone, They thas 
are filthy, let them be filthy ſtill; why ſhould they be ſmitten any more ? Let 
them go to the gods they have ſerved, Give them their portion, & c. 


As ignorance is ever the mother of Devotion in erroneous principles, 
Opinions and Practiſes; ſo conſequently it is of Diviſions in thoſe er- 
roneous · paths, ' whereby wilful ignorance is turned into immodeſt Zeal, 
and haſty frowardneſs to make by - ways, with gaudy and guilded ſhews 
for others to fall down be fore, and worſhip ; but my buſineſs being (here 
ſpecially ) to give ſome directions to weary Travellers chat are going 
our of their way, and yet would know, and cater the door of mercy,and 
hope to find refreſhment for their ſouls ; and likewiſe to the rebellious, 
(chat are in bondage) that the Lord God might dwell amongſt them, and 
bring them alſo into his fold, and freedom of glorious liberty with che 
ſons of God; and therefore briefly couch and paſs over the many by- 
ways that lead to, and thorow Preſumprion into Deſpair, and thence in- 
to endlcſs miſery 3 as the way of Cain, Nimrod, the old world, James and 
Janbres, 1ſhmael, Eſau, Core and his company, Nadab and Abibu, Balaam, 
and ſundry other falſe Prophets, Apoſtates and Perſecutors, as recorded 
in holy Scriprure, over-many here to mention, and at this time too ma- 
nifeſtly in uſe ro be now hid. - a 


III. The covetous prophane worldly men, in their ſeveral ways, chuſe 
their portions in this world, their great deſires, hopes, fears 81 
being to get, ſave and poſſeſs an carthly inherirance ; which is their 
portion, and their hearts there alſo: ſome taking liberty (in the will of 


Saran and the fleſh): to aſe (or rather abuſe) the outward things upon 
their oꝶn luſtsa eG ns ants eke 5 46 — — 
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ro know what Conſcience, and the light cherein, means, left it ſhould 
hinder their earthly happineſs of glocying in the ir ſhame , as men not 
in their right minds, but berea ved of their wits; not knowing wha, 
they are, of whom they are, to whom they belong, hat their buſineſs is 
here, or how to gain content in any thing; but every Toy diſquiers 
their minds, every filthy luſt takes hold of chem, and gets daminion o- 
yer them, leads them captive and they ſay they cannot help it : ſome 
adding, that if God had given them grace to forſake their evil ways, (as 
he bene to ſome others) Men they ſhould be happy , and gladly 
leave their finful courſes; and when God giveth them grace, th 
will, c. No to ſuch I ſay, They ſpeak truely, (but very wickedly 
that they have no grace; and therefore none they will have, (though 
the grace of God Fach appeared to all men) but they continue ſtill in 
che ir filthy love, and delight in their luſts , and that becauſe they diſ- 
able themſelves to receive grace , and ne icher wait to be rogue for 
e drawings of God in then, nor take any hecd to his leading 2 
that would ſhe them better, but reſiſt all; ſo that they ſeldome feel a- 
ny glimpſe of the light of Chriſt , neither are willing to ſuffer it to reſt 
in, or ſhine into, their ſouls , leſt ir ſhould draw them from the great 
love and liking of this wor ld, and the luſts that ſeem ſo ſweet to them, 
But, Do they ſay they want grace to reſiſt fin , and tentations thereto, 
that do preſcmuly yeild themſelves to fin upon the motions thereof? 
Theſe menha ve grace truely offered to them, but they withſtand ir, and 
turn it into wantenneſs , and reſiſt the true light and holy Spirit when ir 
moyeth and ſtriveth with them, (as ſomerime did the old world) where- 
by it becomes as natural to ſuch men to commit fin, as the Ox to drink 
in water; and therefore think it impoſſible ro withſtand it; bur it is b 
reaſon of their cuſtom therein , and willingneſs thereto, which doth ſo 
weaken and enfeeble their wills and affections to grace, that they feel 
rot the vertue chereof to reſiſt the Devil, or fn, when he offers it to the 
foul : and when they do feel inward ſmitings in their Conſciences, or 
as a heavy weight upon them, they preſently (ro quiet their Conſci- 
ences) flee to their vain pleaſures, and luſtful praQtites z even as beaſts 
and Sodomites, to cat and drink, and riſe p Ger play; fill themſelves 
with worldly ſolace, and leave tokens of cheir jollity behind them; 
from whence that general Queſtion ariſeth, Do you love this meat, or 
drink ? this or the other outward thing? & c. about which luſts , many 
do fo mightily ſpend their ſuength, and employ che ir wits, in ſtriving 
to get needleſs wealth, to ſatisſie this love, this luſt, this god their be{- 
lies, (wherein they gloty ) which tends to their utter loſs in ſpiritual 
things ; and that when they ha ve over-much, unleſs they would cniploy 
it better, and alſo caſt it off, and detract from their deſires, inordinate 
dction, loves and likings that keep them from the love of God, ſiglu 
nd feeling of Gods grace, and way of reſtauration to the heavenly my» 
ies. of his glorious r ; all bodily things for ſupport 
bodily neh, (asphylck for Neale] viah auch Catia lag 
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luſt ſtep in with the uſe : fo could Paul beat down his body; and o- 
thers following his example therein, as he followed Jeſus Chriſt, to che 


glory of God the Father, 


- IV. O ye Formaliſts, that have (in theſe days) your ways in the 
aicry Element, without footing or foundation; that turn any way with 
every wind, not know ing whither you go, becauſe darkneſs hath blind: d 
your eyes, and ſloth ſo poſſeſs'd your ſoulzhar you are unfree and afraid 
to have your eyes openzd in the light, leſt it ſhould prove to your loſs 
in * . „ and therefore do negle& the light, and ſilence the 
yoyee of Jeſus Chriſt in your own and-ocherg Conſciences, by your for- 
mil and __ inventions of Conformity, d bodily exerciſes, (that 
all are to-periſh with the uſing) being (as it is wricten) aſte the doctrines 
and commandments of men, & c. from whence ſpring up the deviſed ſnares 
and gins to citch the innocent, and Non-conformiſts, that are not of 
your aiery minds; without conſidet ing the commands of ' Chriſt Jefus, 
(che Lord of the harveſt) who ſaid , Let the tares and wheat grow toge- 
ther (in the world) until the harveſt ; and again in theſe words, Whats 


ſoever y: would that men ſhould do unto you , ſo do you unto them: or how 


he pleaſech reſpect . velj to carry on his great work of fo ls, to reform 
them into faith and ſpiritual feeling; neither yer how you your ſelves 
— ſome of you) are but newly releaſed from under the yoke of your 

ndage , and ſuddenly ſtep up, upon a ſtage of this world , ( to ſhew 
your ſel ves for a little ſeaſon ) ſhould not in any wiſe lay à (like, or 
greater) yoke of bondage upon the necks of others, then you your ſel ves 
were able to bear: andeſpecially in theſe tranſient times, when ( as 
it is wricten ) the holy God is pouring contempt upon all fleſh ; and rieſe 


fading glories are vaniſhing away, ready to be left by you, or be 


from you before you haye any firm hold of them: but times n 
ſons are all in the Lords hands, and his ſecrers with his ſaints; and 
therefore ( in love to your ſouls) conſider well your way, and be not 
high-minled, but fear before the God of heaven; and learn of him ta 
be wiſe in this your day of tryal, to underſtand what the good will of 
te Lord ĩs reſpectively to you 3 and let not love and meekneſs be ma- 
ſtered by any exalted, peeviſh , wrachful ſpirit of contention in yo, 
for he is now proving you, that you might know what is in your own 
liearrs, and chat others might ſee whether you will indeed, truly incl ine 
r ſouls to hm and his fervice ; ſo to act, as you ſeem to pray, to 
ve his will done in earth, i i in heavο˖ẽjũ &c, Who will no more 
ſpare you then he hath done others, in caſe you be found in their foor- 
andre to his one good way, truth and life, which thoſe that have 
truly taſted the ſweetneſs of, cannot neglect, whareyer orhefs do for . 
N is (28. it is written) not a con | rothis 
rid, bur 4 being transformed by the renewing ff the mind · To prove * 
whar chat geo, and acceptable, and . of God is, be 
2 | 4 
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(6) 
forms mens ſouls through faith ( as * him) into à perfect in- 
ward ſavout, taſte, feeling, and wiſe skill, which the holy Ghoſt teach 
eth and plameth in the powers of the ſoul, whereby he requires no 
hard, harſh, or intricate fervice , but what is according to right reaſon 
and the knowledge thereof to be received in his own light, and ſpiritua 
leading in every mans conſcience ,there to ariſc,and his enemies be ſcat- 
tered, as he ttansformeth and reneweththe mind, according to his bleſ- 
ſed will of heavenly love; and the contrary thereto is one ly unreaſon- 
able, unrighteeus, intolerable and abominab le ro God, as that which 
enforceth men (of corrupt and unſtable minds) to formalities and hy- 
pocriſie, whereof enſueth condemnation in themfelves, to their ſouls, be- 
fides the many other miſchiefs and miſerĩes to mankinde ; for what is 
out of faith , is fin, boch in the commander and actor; and if the heart 
condema, God is greater, and xnoweth all : aud who ſhall juſtifie where be 
condemns ? and ( as it is written ) Bleſſed and happy is be that condemns 
not himſelf in the thing that be alloweth , and 22 3 which ought 
to be well heeded, and warily obſerved-by alt men; and is by thoſe that 
are willing to know and perform the great truſt repoſed in them concern« 
ing their own ſouls, as knowing chat t 7 muſt give an account of them... 
—— to God, and ought not to truſt their ſouls with others, that have 
other ends then for the Lords ſervice, and learned Arts, m—_— to call 
good evll, and evil good, put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs, 
as blind men, or with their eyes (hut, and unwilling to know the light 
of life, and leading of the holy Spirit of truth, as if (as the fool ſaid 
in his heart) there were no God „or not defiring the knowledge of his 
way. and yet concerning the things of this world, cry, Give, give, more, 
more, when they have not rightly learned howto uſe that they baye, 


V. You that are ſtrict and zea ſous Profeſſors in your ways, ſhould ſtu- 
dy to be quiet in your ſelves, and with others : you have a zeal as for 
God, but not according to knowledge of him, ( as a fire of love in you 
kindled by the holy ſt) and therefore you are ſuch, and ſo diverſly 
opinionated , wichour unity or order amongſt your ſelves; but one 
ſort contending for the Monſter Uniformity, * for their new-made. 
Faith, a third for their dead, dumb, and empty ordinances, and each im- 
pleading others, and employing yourfclves (like Nadab and Abibu, or 
Core and his company) in kindling and offering ſtrange fires: before the 
Lord, and refiſting the truth taugt in the light of Chriſt by his bleſſed. 

irit. which leads into all uuth, ( as James and Jambres- ſometime 

withſtood Moſes) bur your deeds are ſomanifeſt, and you ſtopt and repro- 
ved in your inward and outward parts, ſo as not like much to pre- 
vail, arc again ( in love as heretofore) warned to turn in your minds 
ro him hat. chere ſmiteth for amendment, hat a remnant of you (forſa- 

Rn — of theix own kindling) may be purged , pi ied, and 
br as gold cryed and fav by that can tun eswe 
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and waſts all fin our of obedient ſouls , wi fleſhly loves and lovers 
thereof; ſo as there may be no more miſ-judging by private and perverſe 
ſpirits of ignorancey weakneſs, or thick darkneſs , that cannot compre- 
hend the deep things of God, but do turn the minds out of the true 
light cf Jeſus Chriſt, ( wherein his ſervants ſee light to walk that pure 
path ofholineſs in him) to glory in words, — and vanity of your 
wills, bodily wits, and works, ( as did the former perſecuters of Chriſt 
Jeſus ) nor wiſely heeding the Lords hand, whereby he is reſtoring all 
things into the glorious liberty of his ſons and daughters , and how he 
therefore now fhakes the catth and heavens alſo ; which ſhould abare 
the edge of mens earthly appetites, (accompanied with ſuch ſtrange and 
hidcous effects) and would, if they knewany thing of the Lords pure and 
powerful workings, or of the times and ſeaſons, or were but near 2 for 
truth, and apt to the kingdom of God; and would take ſuch off from 
expecting greater ſignes and vonders, ot acting another thing by ano- 
ther ſpirir of ptiyare interpretation, (different the Lords purpoſe fo 
many ways manifeſted ;?) and therefore it it evident that ſuch men are 
ſick, weak, or fallen aſleep; ſo that they cannot diſcern the Lords body, 
his truth, and true worſhippers, nor other things that differ. And 
though you may not be competent Judges in ſpiritual matters, yet con- 
ſider, is ir righteous or reaſonable, that thoſe who are either meetly car- 
nal, ox have not yet received ſo much as the bare preſence of the holy 
Spirit in grace, ſhould judge others that are ſcaled. with the Spirit of 
promiſe , baptiſed and made to drink into that one Spirit which judgeth 
all things, and ſo are parrakers of the divine nature of the immortal and 
inviſible God? Have you never read how the Lords praiſe is perfe- 
Qed in the mouths of his babes and ſucklings > and that whoſoever doth 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little Childe , ſhall in no wiſe en- 
ter therein ꝰ or how the myſteries of that kingdom are hid from the wiſe 
and prudent, and revealed to ſuch babes > or how the ha k, lame and 
blind, ( whom {pr deſpiſe ) do enter, while you yaur ſelves and others 
art ſhut our, and che rich ſent empty away > Remember chat Exhortati- 
on of Chriſt Jeſus, (to men of your ſort) ſaying, waſh the inſide, that the 
out may be clean alſo. It is high time for you to be willing to put away 
the evil of your doings , and yeild to his light, and leading of his Spi- 
rit , that your ſouls may be prepared and ſicted to feel and knowhim as 
God equal with the Father, (ſpiritually) to clenſe you from er 
teouſneſs ; and then you will not ſuppoſe that any good thing of him 
can make you happy, but what is ſo revealed, and wrought in you; or 
be ignorant of the danger of reſiſting, or neglecting ſ ch divine ſtiri inge 
in your ſouls , by any your exqu. ſite Arts, natural Reaſons, or bodily - 
Wits, as ſome do, who. ace ſo-much thereby deceived , thaz they chink 
they are nor deceiveg. . You may read likewiſe of ſome that had uayel- 
ted pretty fat in ourward Ordinances, been baptiſcd with vater, &. and 


yer nor heard that there is zn holy Ghoſt ;' and ſuch in theſe days; are 
p« afew , thai have cheir cars topped with damb-ind deadly ſounds . 
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of words, or thereby become ſo dull of hearing , that chey hearken not 
to the voice of the Charmer, though he charm never ſo wiſely ; nor are got- 
ten one ſtep farther chen thoſe that had nor heard of an holy Ghoſt, 
(chough they can talk mach of him by whar they have read, or others 
told them: ) and, how then ſhould they believe ou him of whom they have 
uo! heard ? ſpecially while they are ſa willingly led by ſach ignorant 
talking, that Io dulls them, and hinders their heeding of the trie light, 
and hearing what che holy Spizix ſaith, and how he revealeth the dee 
rings of God to all watchful and willing ſouls; ſo that ſich have their 
loves to, and their faith and lives in, mans wiſdom, and ſeldom (or never) 
come to the love of God, indeed and in truth, but remain vain and un- 
ruly talkers and contenders about — — and o itward things, 
and would make themſel ves love God by the ir own ſtrength and wiſdom; 
which may not be, though they ſhould act therein never ſo violently, as 
it were to pull God out of heaven to them by their ſtrivings, pantings 
and burſtings oat into heat in their devoted zeal: for though ſuch ſup- 
poſe in their thoughts and hearts they love God, and alſo refolve ſo to 
da, and for his ſake to ſuffer death ; yer thefe mens love (in that man- 
ner) is neither rruely ſo, nor is any ſtrength ſo asked by them to ſtand 
therein; for ſuch ſouls have. but either received that gift of love 
thro igh Chriſt as a man, or they have it not, bit would have it; and 
ſo ſtrive in their own ſtrength to feel the love of God, but come not to a 
waiting in the light to ſee and know their own ſouls, nor themſelves un- 
worthy and unable to do any god thing, think a good thoug' ut, ot in 
the leaſt meaſure to move towards God, or prepare their own hearts for 
hin , or ſce their own miſcrable, blind and naked condition, as dead in 
ſins and treſpaſſes, waiting ar the Pool to receive help and healing by 
the Angels mov ing of the water, as the Lords free gift of love to eter- 
nal life; which is the way for them to come to the fight of Jeſs Chriſt, 
as being all to them, and working all in them; and therefore not ro 
ſtrive outwardly, but quietly wait, and ask nothing bit the gifts of love, 
that they might be touched and taught of him, to ſee God by his bleſſed 
light, and 2 preſence; and then love him by his on gift of love 
ſo received through patient ſuffering , as wrought in their foils by the 
holy Ghoſt, without bodily ſtrength, or earthly skill; theſe being the 
means whereby ſouls are made ſomezk and obedient, that they work not 
ef themſelves at all by bodily wit or exerciſe, bur freely ſuffer the holy 
Ghoft to will and to do in them, and with chem, as beſt pleaſeth him, for. 
che working of their ſouls into faith and feeling of his love by degrees, | 
without ourward noiſe or ſtrivings about it; for Chriſts Voice was pot 
heard in the ſtreet ʒit is a ſoft and ſtill voice to be heard in ſilence, and felr 
of all the ſenſes and powers of the ſoul, and is = ſweet ta all ſayau 
mints tat have waired for kim;and they that ſo wait long, and — 
ror the fruits of che Spirit, and ſoix cherete, Hall much encreaſe therein. 
t as this is not a exerciſe,” ſu it may not be by reſting. ip ſyle 
ritual employment, already done; bur à rng forward toward the re 
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tbe high calling of God in (briſt Jeſus; and ever following that they 
21 , — chere in towards 2 ; for otherwiſe there will be 
a ſudden ſertling upon the old Lees, and ſo a declining io loſs, and the 
end without profit or comfort: as ſome Apoſtates who have ſaid they 
have gone round, back again, &c. and ſo loſt not onely their hold of 
ion, bur their firſt love, and leading principle of inthem ; 

there is firſt a beginning withrude ſouls, and a change of the mind 

in the working of faith; and then faith worketh by love, and after that 
by the mote ſtrong, clear and pure ſtirrings (as fel in all active ſouls) 
towards that life of perfect love: for though the body of fin be ar firſt 
ſeen in the light, then debaſed, and in fome ſuddenly crucificd ; yet 
it will be (cen, felt, and laboured in, and againſt, until full victory be 
obtained 2 as the beloved Paul ſaid , by his rejoycing in chriſt Feſus, be 
died dayly 3 whereby the old feeling of the body of fin comes to be de- 
ſtroyed, and the ſoul brought into a new gracious feeling by the opera- 


tion of the holy Spirit, to grow up in him who is the head of all prin- 
cipalities and powers. 


VI. Theſe things being ſo, it highly concerns every man ( reſpe- 
ctively) to weigh, and warily — 7 is own way, ſtation and ſtand- 
ing, and to prize the time and abilities that the Lords love in Chriſt 
eſus bath allotred him, to wait and watch for his converſion, reconci- 
iation and ſalvation, and toaccount the time ( miſpent and irrecove- 
rably paſt ) ſuſficient ro have done the will of the fleſh , in thinking 
his own — » ſpeaking his own words , and acting contrary to the 
eternal counſel and will; and that the preſent time is onely mans to 
make his uſe of, (not knowing what ſhall be to morrow) and the loſs of 
what is paſt, will be his greateſt grief, as his ignorant ſoul comes to ſee 
it ſelf, its fins and duty; or otherwiſe (as Chriſt ſaid of Fudas ) better 
to him be had never been born: Whereof I onely query, (as the beloved 
Peter) What ſhall the end be, of thoſe that obey not the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; but take leaſure in unrighteouſneſs, and mind nor the 
Lords love in drawing them, or their duties in a willing yeilding , and 
ſuitable ſub jection thereto > For great was the love of the Lord God 
in creating man afrer his own image and likeneſs, with a ſoul fair, clean, 
and fir for his ſergice and glory; and yet greater (when man ha! 
proudly deparred from that holy and happy condition, and made himſelf 
unfree and unkic to embrace that love, and ſerve that end) in commen- 
ding, promiſing and ſetting forth his love again in his own onely Son, 
ro reſtore man, and bring him back into God, (from whom he ſo wil- 
fully and wickediy departed by the enticement of the Devil)and thereby 
rs free him from the ſnares thereof, and pains due therefore; and yer his 
eſpecial and greateſt love, is to be felt, raſted , aud ſweerly favoured 
in his free cleanſing of mans ſoul by the gift of the holy Ghoft, where-' 
by it becomes to be conformed to the likeneſs of his dear Son; by — 
ve 


Co) 

love, he giveth of his Godhead to every obedient and clean ſoul, (that 
comes to will and to do of his good plcaſure ) as a fit veſſel and remple 
for che holy-Ghoſt to dwell in, and walk in: which all his ſons and 
daughters (chat are heirs of this ſalvation ) do rig\t-well know, and 
herein are made willing and obedient, ready and diligent to help all 
ethers (what they may) to come to the ſame. happy condition of bleſſed 
love and heavenly ſweetneſs , that all things may be reſtored to thelr 
firſt and | ap oe ity, and the great mercy and love of the Lord ſeen. 
to, and felt by all his creatures; for whom he raketh care in their reſpe- 
ctive kinds, feeding the Ravens, clothing the Lilies, and much more 
the obedient ſoul that is of his on breath, and waits upon hun by his 
Spirit, being plain and ſumple in che truth, and willing tu do all Rings 
in the eternal will, ever waiting to live always in his light of love by 
every word that proceeds oat of his mouth, until he beſwallowed up of 
the divine will, and inexpreſſible gooineſs and wiſdom ; and ſo ſettled 
in his zeſt , (with a ſober and chaſte mind ) as to be preſerved from 
touching any thing that defiles , or wherein the ſoul feels nor the pure 
loye, meck motion, and hcavenly life of Jeſus Chriſt aboye all outward 
appearances, likeneſſes or forms of words and as itis contrary to, and 
enyycd of, all natural ſclfiſhneſs,' * A 


VII. In che next place, truely to know this one I ord Jeſus Chriſt 
come in the fleſh, as the new and living way to the Father, the Imma- 
auel, (God with us) making the atonement & the blood of his Croſs, te 
have all things ſubje& unto him, his ſervants in him, and he in them; 
which is the great myſteric of godlineſs, hid from Ages and Generations, 
until the fulneſs of time, and then manifeſted in the fleſh , juſtified in the 
ſpirit believed on in the wo. ld, and received up into glory ;, wiich none of 
the wiſe men of this world ever knew, or can know by all their learned 
ill of earthly wiſdem ; nor any man that lives after the fleſh, or ſatiſ- 
beth himſelf with hearing, rea ling, telling, or talking of him, or con- 
cerning what he or his Apoſtles did, ſaid, or faffered - as thoſe that vain- 
ly take his Name into their mouths, (on moſt occaſions of their inven- 
ted ways) but know him not, neither by his divine Nature nor Name, 
nor how God and man became one Chriſt Jeſus, how that which may be 
known of God is manifeſt in man, how he is the woaderſul , Counſellor, 
The mighty God, The Prince of peace: The Author and Finiſher of our faith : 
how he ſayes his people from their fins, is the Reconciler without impu- 
tation of ſin: how he is formed in his ſervants, and cleanſeth them by 
his blood from all fin and unrighteouſneſs : how they take up the croſs 
and follow hint, or what the croſs is; how the ef gg dead be 
cauſe of ſin, and the ſpirit alive for righteouſneſs ſake : ho they are 
members of his body, of his flcſh , and of his bones: how he is their 
Leader , and Captain of ſalvation, 8 through ſufferings : hows. 
they are byptiſed into his death, and ſaved by his. lite ; bowthe Union 
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* in all che parts and members of his body the Church chat 


e Church is, or how his Body; or what it is to eat his flcſh, and drink 
his blood; wichout which (as himſe lf ſaid) we have no life in us: how 
= hee ſhall bow to him, of things in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth; I L Cbrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Father : 
how he is that Weſſed and onely Potentate , King of hings', and Lord of 
lords : The bead of all thrones and dominions, and every name that is named, 
Ke. And therefore (not knowing him) cannot worſhip him aecor- 
dingly. Neither are ſuch willing to become obedient to him in his 
light that make th all things manifeſt, naked and bare z hereby he 
brings every ſecret thing to light, and paſſeth judgement upon the 
rran{greſſing nature, and bruiſeth the branches of it wich every luſt of 
che fleſh, luſt of the eyes, and pride of life, (that are nor of the Father, 
but of the warld) nor to know him the Healer and Maher up of the breach, 
the Repairer of the ancient path to walkin; by cleanſing mens ſouls , that 
ate full filthy, while they remain ignorant of him, or have any fleſhly 


; ee „ luſt, or like deſire alive in them, whereby the fair pearl is 


emiſhed ; and much more filthy, when their ſouls are taken up with 
a full love and liking of this world , and wholly overcome by the ſen- 
ſual and flcſhly part, that they chuſe ir, and del t therein as the full 
reſt of their hearts; ſo that they feel no liquor of life, or ſweerneſs of 
— ſtirring them to loath what their fleſh liketh; nor to defire that 

eavenly food of their ſouls : ſo they do not bear the image of fin, bur 
are born, and carryed with it, and of it, and feel no ſtrength but in it, 
nor no will to leave it, but yeild thereto with all ready forwardneſs 
But Jeſus Chriſt is the food of all bungry ſouls; and through him, in 
him, and by him, are ſuch ſouls reformed and reſtored into their firſt 
and fair likeneſs of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; and ſois 
the new man created in Chriſt Jeſus to good works to walk in them by 
the Divine will, and quickning Spitit; whereby the flaming ſword comes 
ta be removed, and the everlaſting gate — to all willing and watch- 
fal ſouls to enter thereat into the heavenly and endleſs life , where Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Door, the Porter and Receiver, always waiting ready 
to imbrace the ſouls that ſo watch, pray, wait and attend to be (here in 
this . reformed by his Spirit into his likeneſs and love, to live b 
the words of his mouth, as ſwallowed up of the. Divine will of inexpreſ- 
fible ſweetneſs, and ſo walk in the Spirit of love and meckneſs, with 


ſober and chaſte minds, as the Lords free · men, without handling or 


touching any unclean thing that deſiles, or where in their ſouls feel not 
the 1— love, meek motion, and holy life of Jeſus Chriſt above all 
ſhadows, types, figures, forms, or fleſhly things, c. There be ma- 
ny that think they love Jeſus Chriſt, and know him, to whom he may 
truly ſay, I b you ut; depart from me, ye are workers of iniquity. — 
Thoagh they may have attained to a fleſhly knowledge of him, by ima- 
gining, thinking, and faſhioning him in themſelves, (with their minds, 
choughts, affections, deſires, cares, and belly wits) and ſo ſupf oſe they 


love, 


8 
y ” g . > *. p a * 
my 4 Þ . 4 
. - — 
* ” 
* *, 


fore, feat, ſerycand wordhip dim as a man like themſelves, (yet with- 
out ſin) that God is wroth wich them a4 a man chat is offended, chat 
Chriſt died for their ns , and rhevefore they fall down. at his fegt with 
ſorxow athearr, crying for merey and pal don; and ( fike the five ſoo- 
liſh Virgins). ſuppoſe they are ready for him, have good truſt in his mer - 
cy , and ſo reverence him, and fear before him; and thereupon do 
verily believe they ſo know and worſhip him, becauſe they feel their 
hearts moved and ſtirred with love tg him, and defire of him. But 
this is not the worſhip in ſpirit and truth, which he expects, and ac- 
cepts; for all this while cheſe worſhippers know not their on ſoils, 
nor God in Chriſt Jeſus reconciling them to himſelf; nor have they 
any Oyl in their lamps, or fwcer li of life fuppling their ſouls ; for 
the Lord Jeſus is nor ſeen, much leſs known and worſhipped by mens 
imaginations z for the earthly nature cannot receive, retain, or bear 
this heavenly new wine. So there was a time when Chriſt Jeſus told 
his Diſciples he had many things to ſay unto them , but they could not then 
bear them; and yet being upright in hearts to the Lord, he is pleaſed ſo 
ro temper , ſtrengthen and comfort them with fuch an inward behold- 
ing, that they forſake ſins, and the great love of this world, whereby the 
inviſible light of his Godhead is ſomewhat ſhadowed to the inner eye of 
their ſouls, under the bcdily likeneſs of Chriſts fleſhly hol.neſs ; and 
none in ſo great love, that it ſlayeth all wicked love in their ſouls, 
an 3 them to ſuffer freely for him; and yet this over - ſha- 
dowing of the ir fouls , ( whereby they ate kept frotm the great loye of 
the world) is onely a8 ſhadow of the inviſible light ' bf che Gedhcad 
and manhood unitel,and lightly touching the ſerĩous and devour ſoul ; 
whereof the Prophet ſpake , as being under che ſhadow of his ſpiritual 
wings, (or manhood ) and yet this is but Chriſts love received into 
mens dark minds and imaginations , though it be that condition where - 
unto chouſands (yrofeffing Chriſtianity) Rave not yet artaincd, though 
they pretend much, and ſtem te teach others alſo. But it is faich 
and ſpiritual feeling of Jefus Chriſt which purifierh the heart, and 
whereby the ſoul comes to underſtand his ſpiritual love in the God- 
head, (as Chriſt ſaid) I ia them, and thou in me, and to be made perfect 
in one, & c, to which all bodily beholdings are but as means directiog 
mens minds to the light, andeheraby their ſouls to a ſerious confide- 
ration of the wonderful love, goodneſs , power and wiſdom mani- 
feſled in the manhood of Chriſt ſpiritually, And fo it is like Mar- 
tht loved him, and labeured in outward fervice for him, and that with 
hearty affections: but Mary choſe the better part; ſhe teceived and em- 
braced him wich more pure aſſections, and retained him in her heart. 
Mai y Magdalen loved Chriſt wel before his paſſion of bodily death, but 
her love was much body, and linte ſpiritually, for ſhe loyed him not 
as God before , though her thoughts and affe&;ons vere fer upon A* 3 
in which affect ens, (ot aon, expreſſing her love) Chriſt conde mns 
hes not in that time, (fo far as we find) but after WW 
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Beach, and appeare her; 1 ch 
ana her, I u 

a Manner of love as ſhe did before, and then Chrilt forbad her, ſaying, 
Tauch me not ; as, look not on me with a fleſhly eye to teſt therein, for 
ſo l am not to my Father, nor equal to the Fathet fo ; but now, 
love me as I am one with the Farher,in the form of the Godhead know, 
love and worſhip me as Cod / and man like God, ſo ro be with mie; 
love and worſþip.tne onely the that I am Goch, that rook the hature of 
man 3 and therefore receive und embrace me as God in chine heart, 
and in thy love of tne, and worſhip me in the enlightned undetſtanding 
of thy ſoul, as Jeſus Chriſt, God and man ; the ſaving truth,goodneſs, 
and light of bleſſed life, and ſpiritual joy: and ſo Chriſt Jeſus promi- 
ſe | ta come unt his Diſciples, and be with them by his holy Spirit, (af- 
ter given them) with 3 from on high to teach them all chings, and 
jeas them into all truth 2 the Mich heavenly gift of holideſs'and glo- 
ry , few have yet atrained to in theſe latter times, ſince the Apoſtacy ; 
and therefore thoſe ſouls (that have not artained to this ſpititual under- 
ſtanding of him through his grace ) are to wait in his light, wich pure 
affections of fervent Jave , until more grace de freeiy given uatothem, 
and not to over · rum the conditions wherein they ate, bur ſtay therein 
until they ſhall reſpeRively feel a. better revealed in chem; ſtill mind; 
ing,thas all ſpiticual gifts are felt and taſted inthe powers of. the ſouls ; 
chiefly » in love and ſpiritual underſtanding, but not in imaginations 
through the ſtrength of the body, or bodily wits, which are not ſpiritu- 
al feelings, and at moſt bur outward rokens of fpiricual inward feelings 
in the powers of their ſouls „ where the holy Ghoſt hath lighted their 
rea ſons, and kindled their affectiont with his bleſſed Preſence ſo clears 
ly in ſexvent love, that they immediately thereby received the know- 
lodge ef ſpiritual truth, an perfect love, with an outward ſhewing of 
of the inward feeling of ſpiritual grace, And as it was in the for- 
mer Diſciples, fo it is now in ocher like - perfect ſouls, viſited and light- 
ed within by the holy Ghoſt , whereby chere is an outward feeling of 
the igward,gracc, andthe body made obediem (thereby) to the Spirits 
moving and. leading; without fainedneſs or fancie of imagination 
And he is no ſpiritual man that hath not thus learned Chriſt, or is 
taught his leſſon by him in like ſpiritual wiſe; nor any way qualified 
ta judge of ſpiritual matters, but muſt conſequently erte in his under- 
Kanding, and mar all he meddles with; and not know how, or wherei- 
do etteth, much leſs how to amend his own errours ; and bo 

21} bercformorhers, but as a blind man ma judge of coloyrs.! «hen 
theſe ſpiritual things are ae the fight of his carnal eye, oe vecavie 
FPerceirach them not chac hach not the ſpiritual '&ye'of his, unge 
ing opened. > and how then ſhould he open the Serir u. erſtand- 
uit faid) neither knows them, nor the poner of Ca ar br har, (45 
the uſe of his ſpiritual Weapons, his warfare or work 'b $i din 
Vige 1 or know the kingdom, power or gl. of G01 hone we 
true ſervice tends For, (as it VR natural man nden ane ts not 
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of Spee God — 'fosliſhnefs 
the thy the Spirit God 2 but they are \ 
is the Fein he al ng , and 'is jud 
becauſe his life is bid wi raken from 
unknown to the world, but well known to God g and is ſo reformed in 
ſoul , that he feels the leaſt fleſnly ſtirring in him, and condemns ir, 
nnd loaths ip in his heart, and ever fleeth. to Ood for ſirength againſt all 
ſuch moriony 3 and loyes not his life roarmin the life etetnal, bur is 
paſſi ve in every thing; a man of ſortows and ſufferings , as his Lord 
Jeſus was, and left him an enſample to follow him therein. 


Seęing the buſineſs in hand is of ſoul-coftcernment , it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, that the foul ſhould know it ſelf,» with the facultie, vertues 
and powers thereof , by its turning into, and. warchfnl keeping in irs 
pure principle of the light of Chriſt Jeſus in the Conſcience , ro love 
that light, and obſcrve irs motions as it ſhall be lei by the holy Spirit 
into all truth, and thereby reſtored inte its primitive purity , ſit to en- 
Joy the ſweet preſence of God, as Adam did before his diſobedience —— 
For a miſerable and wretched man is he that knowerh not the workings, 
worth and worth ineſs of his own ſoul, (the firſt leſſon to be learned in 
Chriſts ſchool, as the trade of his youth) it being the moſt excellent 
Creature that the Lord God formed for his ſervice and glory, (he reta 
nothing can give true content, ſatisfaction or reſt, but God onely; 
and therefore neither to love nor deſire any ching but him) for other- 
wiſe he cannot come to know. the Spirit of God „ and what it willeth, 
wotkerh, or would work in him; how it ſtriveth, how it is grie ved, how 
quenched, how he ſearcheth all things, (even the deep things of God :) 
how he dwellcth in man, bow hc witneſſeth with mans ſpirir „ or ho he 
baptiſeth into the one body; how the excellent myſteries of divine 
love are revealed (to the obedient and clean ſoul) by the holy Ghoſt ; 
or how ſo to live and walk. in the Spirit, as not to full the lufts of the 
fleſh, This living ſoul is nat any corporeal ſubſtance, but a life invi- 
fible ; rats inviſible ) for it is of the breath of God, and fo is 
Gods, (in an eſpęcial manner) that by irs vertue beareth up the body, 
and quickneth it, and fo. the Spirit formed in man is ſaid to be the 
candle of the Lord, uſeſul there in ſearching the inner parts, and know- 
ing the hearts ſecrets. This ſoul conſiſteth of reaſon, mind, will, and 

other facyltics , fit to receive and retain God in its underſtanding and 
i Wledge, withour forgorting him, or being diſttacted by any Crea- 


ot creatutely thing as tho Rea ſon is enlightned , and be- 
_ cl Ar, and bright, ( free fiom errour and darkneſs ) and the will 


-.,, "$ turned int» the light and love of Chriſt Jeſus , ( the pro- 
— endleſs wiſdom of God) and is free from all beaſtly love 
of the fiſh, or an) Crearure, by his bleſſed love, meer mercy, and ſove- 

rien evodneſs of is oly Spirit The ſouſ becomes as Adams was 
12 Urs an innocent Life of converſing with God; and 8 
ot x 


| . 


an? 


_?- 


ONLY 
F k 
char walked with Cad, pleaſed bim, and was not found, & c. But this 


_, 


foul cannot be found or xnown while man hath any thing moleſting it 


that is of his own boly , or bodily wits, wherewirh the ſenſes may be 
exerciſed , (e he that will ſave his liſe , muſt looſe it ) for che reaſonable 
ſoul is a life immortal as well as invifi>le,and hath a power and pure light 
of Chriſt in ir ſelf, toſee , know and love the cruth , and true good, 
which is God onely : and he that truely feels and knows this, and is 
ſcnſible ot the touches thereof, feels and knows ſomewhat of the ceaſon- 
able ſoul, and che kindly workings of it; and the more he becomes ac- 
qua inted therewith , (in this manner) the better he ſeeth and knoweth 
himſelf, and others alfo ; and the more meek, humble, lowly, loving, 
render and compaſſionate will he be towards all men and creatures. 
And this was the high eſtate and condition, the heavenly and excellent 
dignity that Adam loſt when he became in love with himſelf, and ſelfiſh 
things, taking delight in earthly knowledge and worldly glory, whereby 
he fell into a dark,fceble and wretched eſtate, like the beaſt char periſh- 
ethʒ by which the love that before was clean, ſavory and ſweet inthe holy 
Ghoſt, was ſo turned into a filthy beaſtly love and liking of himſelf and 
the creatures, wherein he ſought content, but found it not, (as it now 
is with all that remain in that degenerated nature; ) and therefore the 
ſoul , to be brought back to know ir ſelf , and be fitted for the ſervice 
whereunto it was ordained , by irs being gathered up into irs ſelf, and 
fully departed from beholding all creaturely things, or ſelfiſh uſe of 
bodily wits, arts, wiſdom or knowledge of man, (gotten by any natural 
means, ſtudy, labour, or exerciſe) ſo that the ſoul feel ir ſelf in its own 
kind, in-being as it were without a body; foras the eye of the ſoul is 
opened to Jeſus Chriſt in his puro light, and the love turned to him, it 
is received up above all bodily creaunes, from beholding, liking, think- 
ing on, and ufing them; and ever diſdaining to be obedient to any 
worldly thought, ot carthly thing, (chat periſherh with the uſing) And 
while the ſoul is ſo bu „therein comerh no errour , nor deceit of 
irs enemy, becauſe it then ſeeth Jeſus Chriſt above and in him, and 

holds the myſtery of faith in a pure conſciegte , and all created things 
below under his feet, as not in him, nor ok him, So David waited up- 
on God for ſalvation, and his heart hearkned and indited of that good 
matter, and ſo became very ready in it, and ſaw the beauty of the Lord; 
and when the fout is brought into this heavenly harmony, it truly loves 
God, and all creatures ſpiritually , (not thy and carnally as in its 
former ignorance) and is overcome with the ſweerneſs of Chriſts words 
of love, — revealed and ſpoken into the ear of the heart; which 
that ſoul heareth and obeyeth with good ſa vour, and true joy in him a- 
lone; and ſo bis ſecrets are with his ſaints ; but not with the blind 
world; for the ignorant ſoul is ſo over-laid with worldly love , that ic 
is all common as the high-way , ſo that every ſtirring of the fleſh and 
che Devil Gaketh into it, reſterh therein, and paſſeth through ir as ir 
pheaſcthr without conttoule; and fo if any good ſeed fall _ , M 
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withereth for want of earth, it is choaked, ot theſe fewls of the air ical 
it away, and de vour it; there being onely the degenerate nature of old 
Adam, while that which became a living foul wants the quickning ſpirit 
to form the new man, ſettle and eſtabliſh rhe ſoul, not according to the 
carnal conumandment, but after the power of the endleſs life, But how 
hard and diſficult this is for the rude ſoul ſo unacquainted wich it ſelf, 
and accuſtomcd to receive tentations , make proviſion for the fleſh,and 
fulfil irs luſts, and be ſtirring much in filth and fleſhly things, to enter 
this ftrair gate to the knowledge of irs ſelf, in its true light, is evident 
by the ignorance of moſt, — the ſmall numbers of thoſe that find it; 
for moſt men that would finde entrance, and know their ſouls, (in ſtead 
of turning in, into the light of Chriſt) turn their thoughts with imagi- 
nations into their bodies, to ſcek for their ſouls, and to feel them; as 
though they were hid within their hearts, as their hearts are holden and 
hid within their bodies. Now if a man ſhould covet to know his foul, 
and that never ſo carneſtly, and ſcek for it in that manner in his body, 
he may not poſſibly ſo find it in irs ſelf , but the more he ſecketh to feel 
and know it by ſtudiouſneſs, (as he would know or learn tongues, arts, 
or other bodily things) the farther ſhall he be from it by that ſecking ; 
and therefore ſo many weary themſelves in vair, by ſeeking the door in 
a wrong way, and contrary nature, whereby it is. hid from che wiſe and 
prudent, and revealed oncly to babes and ſucklings at the breaſts of con- 
ſolation in the pure light of Chriſt , who is this Door , and by whom the 
diligent ſoul comes truely and quickly to enter, underſtand and know 
what its ſelf is with its true Teacher and Guide, while the other foul fal- 
leth ſuddenly into imaginations of bolily things and words, ſuppoſing 
thereby to have or gain the light of irs ſelf, and ſo of God, and ſpiritu- 
al things; which (as I ſaid before) can nævet be ſo artained, (by ima- 
gination or bodily wit ) as the mind may ſee ſenſibly what is juſt be- 
tween man and man by its uaderftanding thereof; for then the ſoul 
might ſee ir ſelf in underſtanding reaſonable things. Bur the ſoul 
is to ſeek far a higher knowledge of, and in it ſelf , in the lighe, as to 
know that ir is inv. ſible and immortal, of the breath of God, wherein 
God is to be ſeen ſpiritually , which isa great myſtery, not ro be expreſt 
in words, but to be ſought out, and kept clean and bright from worldly 
wiſdom, flethly filth, and carthly vanities, above the ſenſual part, to ſee 
it ſelf in Jeſus Chriſt , the Way, Truth and Life ; the ancient Path 
wherein the holy men of God ever walked to pleaſe him in diligent la- 
bour and rravel of mind , and ſufferings of the ourward wan , and yer 
with fulncſs of joy and ſpiritual delight. | 


In every ſpiricual work and empl-ymentzmans will, wiſdom,reaſoning 
and earthly affections, are to be left behind, as 4brabam left his ſer- 
vants when he went to offer his Sou Iſaac for a butnt · offering ro the 


Lord; and as 2foſes drauing near to God put off his ſhoes „ fo all you 
| Ee | that 
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nt will draw near unto the Lord God, caſt aſide, and leave behind 

Naas your own ſelfiſhneſs, wills, wiſdoms, and imaginations, with every 
igh 


thought that exalteth ir ſelf , and keeps your ſouls frem cloſing 


wit the Lord in his holy ſervice , that you may be by him prepared to 


med itate, watch, pray, and give thanks in all chings, and at all umes, 
and embrace all divine counſel and heavenly help thereby, freely ten- 
dercd in the pure light and tender touches in the conſcience, to move 
the heart into an awtul dread, and true fear of God, that by the ſtirrin 

of grace you — come to a knowledge of him ſpiritually 3 which 125 
is common to all, bat particularly received by the diligent ſoul chat 
waits chere in ſtable and firm, according as it ſu teceiveth, and keeperh 
therero with all ready chearfulneſs, moving in its own meaſure of 
yu ſo given, (though it be never ſo liale) for the Lord is pleaſed 


fuadenly to prepare mens hearts by putting meditations into their minds 


in the beginning and time of their converſions ; eſpecially of ſuch as 
have been much occupied in worldly defilements ; and then commonly 
the thoughts of ſuch (hen once turned in) are moſt upon their fins, 
with great ſorrow, meekneſs and teats, asking forgiveneſs, and watching 
rhereto,as the Lord toucheth their ſo 11s ſharply to make them the ſooner 
glean ; for then the fin will be ever in the ſight as foul and hottible, and 
accompanied with fighcings and hard confl:s in their conſciences, fo 
as chat they can rake no reſt ( until che Lord Jeſus give it aspleafeth 
him) wherein is his tender mercy, that he may ſcowre and cleanſe ſuch 
ſouls the more ſpeedily , and forgive their fins as he wipeth them away, 
(wherein juſtification is ſn ſanctiñcation, and ſanctiſication aecompani- 
ed with juſtification) and fitteth the ſoul to receive ſome ſpiritual grace 
and gift of his love; and ſo the holy Spitit oft ſtirreth to medications in 
God , which worketh a kindly work in their ſouls to be waited in, and 
the fruits of the Spirit tobe received, and all in Jefus Chriſt , as the 
re power , endlefs love and wiſdom of God chat ers the heart upon 
Frangeriog after his verrue and ſpiritual diſcoveries, in ſach exerciſes as 
God 18 gracioufly pleaſed to give in to the ſoul ; and ſo meditation, 
watching and praying have no rules, bounds or limits ſer by man unro 
them, bur when and as the Lord Jeſus ꝑleaſeth to give by the holy Spi- 
rit; for his gift it is, for diſpoſing of his choſen ones, and drawing 
ia their ſouls ro him, to be made w;ſc in waiting, knowing and obeying 
him ſpiritually ; whereinhe giverh ſuch tender-heaxtedneſs, that they 
oft melt into deyotion, and ate raviſhed in ſoals above meaſure ; ſome- 
what like as it ſometimes was with the Diſciples that ſate together, and 
were filled with the holy Ghoſt, and then ſpaks forth the great and 
wonderful things ef God, when all they knew was by that ſpiritual 
r4viſhing love; and fo the Lord is pleaſed oftentimes to open his trea- 
ſury, and give to ſome very plencifally in all ages, as their ſouls come 
to be cleanſed, and the way made open and eaſie to them, though the 
doing thereof is a 8 to others that temain ignorant , ot are 
net warchful and diligent; fo that it paſſeth over them, (fore growing 
contra y 


* 
Fas 4 


| Z 9 (18) f . 2 
contrary to it, and at enmity with ir ) for chen che Lord withdrawerh i 
again by reaſon of that florhfulneſs and abuſe, and ſometimes fromthe 
more diligent, to prove and try ſuch, that they may know wherein their 
ſtrength ſtanderh , and after that to feel heit own weakneſs , and alfo 
know their reſpeRive ſtates, and howto love more ſpiritually : and ſo 
partly it was with the Diſciples that loved Chriſt much while in the fleſh 
with them, but then fcthly as in his manhood ; and therefore he told 
them it was neceſſary for them that he ſhould go away, and ſend the ho- 
ly Ghoſt to teach them, ro know and love more ſpiritually ; and ſo the 
Lord oft withdraws himſclf outwardly , that the inward and heavenly 
preſence of his love may be the more carneſtly deſited, meditated on, and 
preſſed after; and that the ſoul may know its duty and cmploymear in 
waiting, watching and ſuffering, until it be thionghly renewed, ſtrengrh- * 

ned and eſtabliſhed in his ſpiritual might and power, to glorific him 
with more fer vent. love and holy worſhip : and if it ſo come to paſs, that 
he whois watchful and diligent therein, feels not this vertue enablin 
him to meditation, ot ſpiritual iniployment with his whole heart, (as he 
deſireth) but in ſtead thereof, fee leth many other thoughts run in upon 
him, and hindet him; and the more pain he taketh to keep his heart in 
watching and waiting for ſpiritual feeling, the farther off it is to the 
very lalf and again harder afterwards: this ĩs to teach him to watch more 
fingly and fincerely within the ſoul, and forget all roy withour ; and 
to know that it is no eaſie thing to love with all the heart, until the 
heart be renewed ; for this wark will be found painful and laborious ar 
firſt by the preſſing in of vain thoughts; and a full hard task it is for 
him that feels no grace, tobe long meditating , waiting and watching 
in his ſoul ; and much will he be encumbered with running and roving 
thoughts, as having gotten no ſure hold of his heart; and therefore 
is the heart to be kept unco God (in the light) with all diligence z for 
thereour come the iſſues of life or of death; for there is the good or the 
evil treaſure; and when well kept, there ſprings up wiſe and clear 
thoughts, clean affections, ficry deſires to ſpiritual employment, vertue 
and vertuous actions: but orherwiſe thereout come the contrary, as evil. 
thoughts, unclean deſires and affections; for every mans thoughts and 
meditations diſcover to him (that is of a heedful mind) what he is; as 
thar whereon he thinketh and meditateth in, that he loveth, ſo that he 
loveth is his God; and the more he loveth God, the more he mindeth 
him, and meditateth on him, and his motions; and the more is the 
ſoul alive, and active to him, accounting it a ſhame to be fed with 
ſwines meat of fleſhly things and ſavours, wherein he feels no ſpiritual 
refreſhment, or true joy of love and delight And therefore he e- 
ver ſets his heart and mind ſpiritually upon good, meditates on him, to 
know what he willeth , and to pleaſe him, ſee him, know him, have, 
love and enjoy him by his grace, and by — more arid better; and x 
as the ſoul ever keeps to theſe deſites, it will be ſhewed plainly (in the 
light) what is evil, and hat good; hat is pleaſing to God, and whar 
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is contrary to him, and teach him all needful things for ſalvation, gain 
them for him, and beſtow chem on him: and theretore as there 4 
ding faſt in this watchful defice, victory will be given, ſo that the ſoul 
wait and med itate meckly and patiently until Jeſus Chriſt accept there- 
of, give ſpiritual ſavour, and accompliſn his own work there in with vi- 
Qory (as to other ſaints) in his own time, and ſo as it may become that 
ſouls chiefeſt joy to know and do that heavenly will, becauſe of the true 
ſpiritual — therein. Bir if man ſhould comply, and ſhive 
with his bodily wits and worldly wiſdom, that will but drive him farther 
off :———and a wretched thing it is for any marrto leave the inward 
watch and-kceping of his hearr, and ſhape to himſelf any outward form, 


figure, Iikeneſs or habit of vertue and holineſsin meditation, prayer, or 


other performance, to live in ſuch a form of outward exerciſe, beholding, 
joyning wich, or imitating others, and ſuppoſing himſelf right and righ- 
reous in ſo doing; for thereby he departerh from the light, guidance 
and government of Gods bleſſed Spirit, and deceiverh himſelf by think- 
ing he hath panes wich God in his own doings z which ſo done, are 


directly againſt God, though they might be tight and acceptable in thoſe 
that were led thereto by the Spirit of God. 8 


In chis general calling of ſouls employment, nothing is rightly done 
but in watching and prayer; nor any true watch kept, or prayer pre- 
ſented, but in the light, and with a ſpiritual underſtanding , wherein 
verrue , wiſdom and ſtrength comes to be received and rightly employ- 
ed: but this conſiſts not in learning to ſay words, or know — man 
parts prayer hath, or how to word it wiſely for the drawing of others af- 
fections, and ſo to make long prayers for pretence, or as io be heard ſor much 

7 der hs in the way that mans wiſdom teacheth of bodily exerciſe, (as did 
the Phariſees, whereof Chriſt warned his Diſciples)and lifting up them- 
ſelves in their own ſtrength forthe applauſe of men, that they may be 
reputed able Chriſtians, of excellent parts, full of knowledge, better 
then others, &c. By which means many are themſelves deceived , by 
thinking they have the grace of Chriſt , and ſpiritual knowledge; and 
thereupon do ſo worthip and pleaſe themſelves in their hearts, asifth 
were the onely men to pray, praiſe, and give thanks to God for, with, an 
above others, while all is but with their lips, vain words, and bodily 
wits, wherewith: they onely diſhonour God, and defile themſelves and 
others, (that ſo joyn with them in words before their hearts and ſouls 
are therein agreed) by ſtealing the thanks, praiſe and worſhip from God 
to themſelves: like the Phariſees that would preſently. be thanking God 
in words , and judging others , without the fear of God , faith in him, 
or any true love in feeling or affe ctions „ot defices „ to know their own 
hearts, and the iniquities thereof; much leſs that God (or others) ſhould 
know them, or they their duties to him, Bur theſe forward minds 
are far from any ſure ſayour of delight, or being in God; and therefore 
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this oc praiſcs find no place wich him, neither are whey fair or 
Comb) in che — ſuch meu where ſelf is loved, — minds 
employed to provide for the outward man; and their pride is the gtea - 
ter that ſo move, while they keep no true watch and guard over their 
thoughts „ have no bold of their hearts, or ſtay of cheir minds , but 
multiply words in a power leſs way of mans wiſdam, by imagiaing evils, 
_ „ accuſing themſelves and others, and asking ſamerimes 
what they do not in truth deſire , and oft what they do not want , but 
to ſpend upon their luſts; wherein the moſt are miſled, ( 25 eheic con- 
ſciences watgeſs ) being ignorant of the A oſtles doctr ine, fe 
and prayers, as tl ey are of the knowledge of Gd, and the Godhead in 
the manhood of Chriſt Bur that no man may miſtake my un- 
derſtanding in the cammands of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, how to pray, or 
my practiſe in obedience thereto , let every one turn in their minds to 
his light, and there wait to know how he ſaid , Enter into thy cloſet , and 
ſhut thy door, (forget not that) and pray to thy Father ia ſecret : So Chriſt 
bimſclf prayed in the mountain, in the garden, in the deſart, alane 
from his Diſciples, and requited them to watch aud, pray.——And alſo ap- 
pointed joynt praying, and ſaid, Where two of you ſhall agree upon 
any thing to ask, it ſhall be granted of my Father which is in heaven: 
bur (ſaid he) uſe no vain repetitions, as the beathen do. An again, Hi- 
therto have you ashed nothing ia my Name; ash, and you ſhall recexve , that 
your joy may be full. And his Diſciples did afterwards ſo ask in his 
Name, in faith and feeling, and that without wavering , (as it is writ- 
ren) and prayed much, mn ceaſing, with all manner of prayers and 
ſupplications in the Spirir , and with che Spirit and underſtanding, nor 
knowing what to ask but as the Spirit helped, and made requeſts wich 
ſighs and groans not to be uttered ; and ſo asking, they received, he- 
ther privately alone, as Paul, when he telt the grace ſuſficient for him; 
or as agreed in particular caſes , as was that in chuſing one in the room 
of Fudas, their praying together with one accord, their ſitting ſo to- 
= waiting for the gift of the holy Ghoſt, (while they had received 
ut rhe firſt fruits of the Spirir, ) So likewiſe rhe Church prayed for 
Peter, and for others, on other oceaſions; bur ſtill more and maxe in the 
pure power and fervent love, as they received the more ſpiritual gifts 
of the holy Ghoſt. By all which it is moſt cvidenr, that the fire af 
that bleſſed Spirit of holincſs ar all times kindled the ſacrificez and the 
praiſe was not of men, but of God. And-thus they prayed in Chriſts 
Name, as they were made partakers of his divine Nature: But what out- 
ward naming of Chriſt was there in all this > (which is a work that che 
Tude and unt. ly ſoul, the wild and worldly mind, knows nothing. of:) 
Or what of ſet times, places, or perſonal reſpects was uſed. therein? 
though now men have learned frequently to take the Name of Gad and 
Jeſus Chiiſt in vain into their mauths, while they hate to be reſormed,and 
neither know his Nature nor his Name; and therefore ſo many (under 
pretence of prayces and praiſes. to God) ſtick not to ſcoſt at the teach- 
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| ings of the holy Spirit, gifr of the holy Ghoſt, filent waitin s upon 


God, watching, praying , new lights, Cc. and ſo go on blaſphemin 

the Father of lights, and the holy Name by which hy ſaints — called? 
as things moſt contrary to their natures, and Yeſhly affectioas; and 
therefore it highly concerns you cvery one to conſider well with what 
you cone before the Lord, and to examine your ſelves whether you are 
in the faick, whether Chrift Jeſus be in you , or you are reprobates, 
Now if Jeſas Chriſt be forming in you, then the body is dayly 
dying; and if he be there formed, the body is dead becauſe ot fin, and 
che Spirit alive for righteeuſneſs ſake ; and then all ſenſible things of 
bodily wirs, of imaginations , natural reaſon and underſtanding are 
brought under the true light and heavenly Spirit, and yeilded up, ſo as 
to know-and do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus; wherein 1 do nor 
mean onely naming him, as his names ate written in a Bock, or on a 
Wall, or ſpoken of by polluted Lirs, but in the light, and by 
his Spirit, with che thoughts and affections, naked, bare, and free from 
beholding bodily or earthly things, as altered from fleſhly likings agd 
affections into ſpiritual ſavor , —— and delight in his divine pre- 
ſence, wherein the Spitit of I 2 is freely given and felt, as a flaming 
defire in the heart to Jeſus Chriſt, (the mighty power, love and wiſdom 
of God) by the heavenly touch of ſpiritual love, which is neither bo- 
dily , nor can be bodily felt; onely the ſoul that is wholly devoted to 
God may and doth feel ir, but not with any bodily wit, wiſdom or skill, 
becauſe ir is not felt but in the ſpiritual deſire of the foul that is clean- 
ſed (or waiting to be cleanſed ) from all uncighreouſneſs ; and there ir 
doth ſo warm, hear and quicken to watchfulneſs in prayer and-obedi- 
ence, that it enliveneth the ſoul, and raviſheth it more and more with 
pure joy and conſolation in him; ſo that the thoughts are gathered in 
at —— to think, ſpeak and act ſoberly, ſadly and ſeriouſly , and in 


prayer ever to _— ſuch words as God ( onely by his Spirit) putteth 
into che heart, (Ii l 


ke an eccho of mans voyce to his friend) which prayer 
is much alone, (as Chriſts alſo was) free from all lets and interrupri+ 
ons, and is the gift of the holy Ghoſt , and laſteth not very long at 
time, (inthe fervour of it) for that it is laborious to the Spirit, tho1g 
very pleaſant through the paſſion of love therein felt, truely raſted, and 
. ſavoured, (not mach unlike that of Moſes when he opened not 
his lips, or of Hannah when ſhe did but move her lips) which breaketh 
down all luſts and likings of earthly things with ſo great force, as that 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers violence thereby while the ſoul is woun- 
ded wich the ſword of love, and thereby overcomes and obtains the re- 
— „in ſome ſenſe as Jacob did; but the body then ſcems to fall 
„and may not bear it, becauſe the working is of ſo great force, 
that the moſt vicious and fleſhly man on earth, (ſo touched) would be 
right forrowful and ſad therewith for the time, and loath all his luſts 
and fleſhly likings of eatrhly things by him moſt delighted in before; as 
Feremy ſaid the love and feeling of * was made as burning fire — 
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his heart; and chis is the _ Ghoſt ani fire , eventhe love of God in 


man, burning and waſting all other loves and likings in mans ſoul , as 
a fire ſticking in the bones, and filling all the powers of the ſoul with 
grace and glorious ſweerneſs , as marrow falls the bones; and yer not 
without the wits, but within then; ſo full of might and power, ( where 
it worketh within) that it ſmiteth down into, and through all; and 
throws down the body into quaking and trembling , for that ir is ſo far 
unlike, and contrary to the body, that the body cannot skillof it, nor 
beat it: as was in like manner witneſſed in Moſes ,-David', Habakhuh, 
and others, and alſo in ſome of my dear friends that are living witneſſes 
thereof, (yet in the fleſn) onely our Lord Jeſus moderaterh it, and 
rempercth it into a ſoft and ſober ſweerneſs, (by abat ing the fervour and 
motion in time convenient) and adminiſtreth lite and peace as the ſoul 
becomes capable of it -o that the holy Spirit reacheth for hat 
and how to pray, watch , meditate and move to pleaſe, Cod without any 
mans teaching; and ſ@ our prayer is continual, without ceaſing, and 
moſt and beſt a lone in the heart that is made pure and clean by che o- 

ration of the holy Spirit, that teacheth to do all things, and live ever 
in the love and ſweet preſence of God, without any great letting of luſts, 
motels, or other tentations, as the ſoul becomes clean and purely devo- 

ted to him, | 


We read in holy Scriptures of the womans loſt Groat , the pearl 
and tre ſure hid in the field, ſelling all, baying , t. which cer- 
tainly are matters of ſome importance to man; becauſe ſo fignifi- 
cancly -% 4g by Jeſus Chriſt of himſelf and mans ſoul; as of lighr- 
ing a candle, ſweeping, ſearching, finding, rejoycing , digging deep, 
. ſelling all other merchandize , buying, &c. end herefore it skills 
mach to have this Candle lighted, hereby mans ſoul may ſee this 
treaſure in its ſelf, and know. the value of it, whereby it may be in- 
duced to ſell all for ir; which may not be until it be known that it is 
loſt , and where, as in the inner part of mans own houſe : for as 
Jeſus Chriſt was loſt in mans ſoul , fo there he is to be found ; 
what was loſt there by Adam, is to be found there in Chriſt Je- 
ſus , the pure pearl of high price, and primitive perfection: bur he 
may not be there found in naming of him by any his outward names, 
nor as by faining his name, or any power in mans heart, by the la- 
pour of his minde , or ſtudying that name never ſo ſtrongly or ear - 
neſtly; for in this manner do thoſe that are far out of the way think to 
finde him, and by ſo ſceking miſs of him, as neither knowing 
his Voyce , Name nor Nature; or taſte any ſavour of him, or 
ſee comelineſs in him to defire him; but live Without, as ſtrangers to 
him, (even without GOD in the world:) but he that comes to 
have an inward 4 — of a little of that ſpiritual fairneſs and digni 
ty which the reaſunable ſoul had of and in God at firſt, dan 


hues a PIR - 
| in Aden ) and be Bhs grace in ſu 

Joſt in Adam and is to be in by grace in Chriſt Jeſus , as 

* 1 be i to ſee him 5 an! ſhall ade that 

ighe (as under a buſhel) by over-laying ic with earthly bufineſs or af- 

fections, but ſhall love it above all earthly things, even as the ſoul is 

ſwept with the fear of God, waſht with rears within, c. and ſo the 

, the pearl, the Kingdom ot heaven, (chat Chriſt faid is within) the 

Ferics e of heavenly love is found and repoſſefled in mans ſoul ; for it 

is not lo caſily found as many uſually ſuppoſe ; nor is it a work of one 

day onely,. but atrained by much waiting in the light, ſweeping, ſcar- 

N ching; watching, praying, and filent mourning before the Lord; and 

as the heart and conſcience — — „then he ſhall finde that 

homely and peaceable preſence of Jeſus Chriſt (the pearl of great price) 

in che glimmering ſhadow of pure ſhining brightneſs in his ſoul. 

But though Jeſus Chriſt is ſo hid in the ſoul, yer no man is any whit 

f che better thereby that doth not there finde hin: , and feel his operations 

| 2127 ang hes remains (as it is written) a reprabate , whatſoever he 

may be ocherwiſe. And a great mercy it is to man that this Jewel 

| was loſt where it may be found again by the light in the ſearching and 

watchful ſoul , where Jeſus Chriſt full oft calleth and knocketh by his 

privy voice, ſtirting, reptoving, and inviting the foul'to a diligenr 

ſearch, and withal to abandon other lovers, vanitics and entangle- 

ments chat hinder the hearing of his voice; for (as it is ſaid) this 

daughter muſt conſider and forget her own people, and her fathers houſe, 

(of worldly thoughts, loves, cares and fears) which hinder the ſoul that 

it can neither ſee him, nor hear him; and therefore all troubleſome 

< thoughts, reſtleſs noife and imaginations are to be put away, as Hagar 

© thc bond-woman, that 2 be heir with the ſon of che free woman; 

for while the ſoul is in the bondage of corrupt ion, there is nothing with- 

in but black clouds, and ſpiritual blindneſs , with fleſhly thoughts and 

defires , crying againſt it in the dark conſciente : bur as the inner 

eye of the ſoul is opened in the light which is ef Jeſus Chriſt , ( in 

dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ) chere is chat pure 

fight and ſweer love of endleſs vertue and bleſſed reſt , whichis found 

within the ſoul by the great and burning defires for him, whereby all 

other loves and lovers are caſt out, and not ſuffered ro reſt in the heart; 

which is a right ſeeking for him, this hid Treaſure, 

as this ſtirring and waiting in the light waxeth firm, ſtable and un- 

moyeable , it will be holpen and comforted by inward and ſpiritual 

ſtrength of love and ſweet ſavour in the ſoul , with light of continu- 

al (; inging faithfulneſs, and aſſured knowledge of him, and the powers 

of the thoughts onely upon him, and freed from every other affecti- 

on, to leſt in che ſweer anointing, which is the ſhadow and taſte of 

Jens Chriſt; and the better any ſoul finds him, the more it will de- 

re him in cleanneſs of heart, and pureneſs of ' conſcience, to meet him 

more lingly in the ſame way he appeareth, and wherein ir hath ſcen and 

found him at firſt, (and order times ſince) moſt ſayourly, And though 
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3 — vw neareſt, and 
: for ty ſoul Gan. have no true chntem, of fure ſa - 
tiilaction, bit in God froni whenee it is q and H thy hett fay . 1 want, 
and wouJd have Ieſus Chriſt, andnothing but kim onely, walt therein 


For hi . as ndc fatisfied wh cher apy e ) And follow him us ke 
Agel „and more and mofe — — — hiot , and the 
power of his te ſurrection, and fellowſhip of huis ſufferimge and to be tnade 
conformable ro his death, and ſo grow up in him, as he moves and grows 
in thee; and yet know that when thou haſt fund the moſt of him in the 
higheſt raviſhments of ſpirit , (as Peter and Fob# in the mount , or as 
Payl py chou haſt not there in fully att ts Hirh #s ke is in 
his joy, for he is ſtill above that any ſoul feel eth, as che fountam of all 
joy and ſweeracſs 3 but thou art ever toknow 40d feel x fpiritual long- 
ing after him, and a loathing of all things elſe; and chen thou wilt 
find him more worth then all things, even then all viſtons and revelati- 
ons, (though not without viſions and revelations) then all joy in hea- 
yen and earth, if it might be had without him: fot thou wilt then fay in 
. thy ſoul, {as David) » hom haue I in beaven but thee ? and I defire nothing 
in the earth beſides thee : as feeling and finding that his pure pre ſence 
onely gives underſtanding to the fmpley he teacheth fools knowledge 
whereat the Nations are angry, the pages and theit reachers rage, an 
imagine a vain ching againſt him and bis holy One, as not willing to 
know him for fear of the Croſs and the ſhame , ( which he deſpiſed for 
the j 7 ſer before him) and are therefore grieved that any others 
ſhould. | af 


Converſion is properly a curning from evil to good, from luſt to pure 
love, Which is God; and this converſien is ever accompanied with re- 
pentance from dead works that ate paſt , and our of that nature, love 
and liking , wherein they were wrought, to ſerve the living and true 
God; and therefore it is not every turning of mans body and mind-from 
one eutward form or practice to another , as it were thereby to ſerve and 
worſhip God; for then the divers Political turnings of former and latter 
times, would be converhion to him; . which he may not ſo accept, be- 
cauſe he changerh not, but is the ſame ar all times, even the unerrin 

Father of ſpirits, and ſo ro be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth: and 
theſe are outward tumings from one act of mant will to another, or from 
evil to worſe ; as the Proſelytes that the Phariſees made ſevenfold worſe 
then before, whilſt the groind of fin, wich its branches, remain ſtari- 
ding, uncut downger4puchrt, from whence ſuch traditional turnings a- 
ric, to oppoſe that one truth and good way of the Lord wherein all obe · 
dient ſouls are made free from ſuch ſhifts and changes but while men 
haye either not known the fear of the Lord, ot are depurted from ir, left, 
and loſt che power of god lineſs ; and ſimple truth in chemie lyer, — 


\ 
- 


* 


ö 4 , * - 9 5 oi — 
e N + £8. A OY FO * . * ES 
uy — + 7 N - : 17 * 


"s 


Y ſauour) thei — — abroad , and their 
0 wich fleſhly deſires, loves and fears, wherein they labour 
N 204 day, to gain and keep che love and friendſhjp of this world 
of ich i5 camiry w God ) wich the profits and pleaſures chercef and 
rein ſet vo thensſel ves, like the beaſts chat periſh; and have'rheir 
hearts oft tilled with wrach and revenge, (like unreaſonable beaſts a- 
goo others of their own kind) when they are hindred of any their de- 
red ends, and likewiſe againſt ſuch as fo hinder them not therein, un- 
leſs by ſtanding in their way, (as che Angel before galgam )' and ſo 
touching their more quick and tender parts, and chat onely in love, to 
bring them back into che light and fear of the Lord, that their blind and 
dead ſouls might be lighted and enlivencd to have regard to the honeſt 
principle of God in themſelves and others, that would rule all men ac- 
cry; right reaſon , and clear them of the it fleſhly luſts chat war a- 
gainſt che ic ſouls , did they nor diſable themſelves thereto by withſtan- 
ding it, and the checks th:reaf in their own conſciences , and by yeild- 
ing to che enemy of their ſouls to have dominion ever them, whereby 
the. working, of __ comes to be ſtopt, ſo that it may not enter, ſhine, 
finde room or reſt in their ſouls, though.it be rruely tendered , andrhere 
ſhewerh ir ſelf ro diſcover things that differ, (as the Sundoth ourward 
things where it is not letted) burwhile the ſtrong man thus armed keeps 
the houſe, the things he poſſeſſeth are in peace, the root, body and image 
of fn ſands, the falſe and miſruled love lives, and the foul remains in- 
ſenſibly wrapt up in ſtinking rags of fin and ſelſiſhneſs, where ir feeds on 
vexbing bur black ſmoke in thick darkneſs, and ſpiritual blindneſs, as 4 
body of fin and death, born about, and heavily loading the foul and 
conſcience, that it cannot comprehendthe light, bur every tentation (of 
the ſame nature with it) prevails over it, and leadSir captive more and 
more into a ſervile ſla very and luftful living in fleſhly filth ; for fin is 
not any corporcal thing, and therefore not corporeally to be deſtroyed, 
ſtriven about, or contended with, neither have men any power of them- 
ſelves to amend this in themſelves, more then in othets; and therefore 
cannot but ſo remain, until their minds be true ly turned into, and ſure- 
ly kept in the pure light, which onely can diſcover, and ſhew them the 
fairneſs or foulneſs of their ſouls, and the love of Jeſus Chriſt, therein 
giving power to take up and beat the creſs within: ( in the powers of the 
ſoul) and feel the two Laws warring againſt each other (As Paul ſome- 
times did) and the innermoſt (of the Law of the ſpirit of fe) ſtriving 
for deliverance out of captivity, and to gain victory over the Law of 
the fleſh,carthly wiil, and worldly wiſdom that reſts ſeated in the bodi- 
ly wits ; and as the reaſonable ſoul comes to rake part with, and there- 
by wait in the pure principle of light and ſpiritual leading , to have 
ſome: fight of it (elf, and ſomewhar of the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge chat are in Chriſt Jeſus', ( as his free gift to all obedientſouls) 
thereby the ſoul begins to ſee ſomewhar of it ſelf}, and how highly it is 
concerned to keep a conſtant inward watch, labour andftrive = 
. meaſure 
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meaſure of Nha and life (ſo inwardly received) w- keep the thoughts 
from all bodily things, until the ſore pain and miſerable blindeneſs of 
that condition (as Paul when he cried out, G-wretched mas that I am be 
8 felt, and then will the Lord Jeſus appear av the pain ot chis 
dark ſoul and conſelence; wherein is to be a free ſuffering, wich a patl- 
ent waiting and abiding, with him (in his love and meekneſs) until he 
ſhall pleaſe to raiſc the ſo- l up, and cauſe the light to ſhine out of, and 
over this darkneſs, as the day-ſtar arifing in che heart, to give another 
life, whereby to ovcrlive all the former dead and dark life, and then to 
think no more on thatdarkneſs paſt , (as a womarr forgets her pain and 
peril, for joy that a man is born: ) loathe and deſpiſe it ; but be ever 
ready and quick in keeping the heart, and taking heed that no open door 
nor privy hole, be left to imaginations, wiſdom of words, or earthly va- 
nitics, that would draw out the ſoul from the love of God; ever mind- 
ing, that as we have born the ugly image of the carthly, ſo it is tequi- 
fire that we bear the image of the heavenly ; and as our Lord Jeſus 
breaks down this earthly image of falſe love and lik ngs, he ſets up the 
contrary vertues of pure love, meckne's, patience, and brotherly kinde- 
neſs, of his own forming, in the poverty of ſuch ſpirits ; and alſo gives 
ttue zeal in ſpiritual de votion, with ſoberneſs and chaſtity inſoul and 
body; and fo puts down the old man, with his deeds, rotten deſires, and 
affections, and there ſers up the new-man of a meck and chaſte ſpirir; 
(ereated in him to good works, to walk therein) with all his parts and 
members fitly compoſed together for his ſervice and glory; wherein the 
old members, eye, car, heart, affe&ions, imaginations, or defires, wilt 
not ſerve the turn; but all the whole veſſel muſt be new, to hold the 
new wine and heavenly liquor of the bleſſed and endleſs life, and there- 
by be freed from fleſhly uſes, vain- thoughts, light looks, unſavory 
words, carnal reaſonings, and heeding the praiſe or diſpraiſe of men, and 
mens jadgements ; but {-rmounting and over- topping all lets and impe- 
diments in che way of this perfect freedom, and lightſome liberty in the 
Lords ſcrvice, as guided and ſtrengthened therein by his holy Spirit, as it 
rurns the reaſon into that pure light, and che will into the eternal will, 
which is a great work, and therefore to be well waited in until there be 
no fin charged or felt as a load on the conſcience, but all freely patdon- 
ed., ( as it is diſcovered to the ſoul ) and clean wiped away, and ſo the 
ſoul reformed by the ſpiritual light 5 and bright beams of Jeſus Chriſt, 
(let into it) as burning defires, clean affections, holy and wiſe thoughts 
and conſiderations ,.'and therewith: abilities to flee all deadly ſtitrings 
in this travel of ſoul from the firſt old Adam ro the ſecond , that makes 
all chings new. And though men ſhould otherwiſe ccaſe to med - 
dle with worldly buſineſs, avoid outward delights and pleaſures, and de- 
vote themſelves to pray, read, ſtudy, learn and confer of heavenly mar» 
rers; ſigh, wee p, ox do any other act outwardly, or otherwiſe; yet if he 
love himſelf, mind or anal heed providing for the fleſh, ot otward 
man, or have any other carth]y fears, cares, or immoderate deſires; _ 
WILL: 
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will got doit; but the greater is che deceir, by ſuch forſakings and a&+ 
jags , in his becoming affected with himſelf, as if better chen others 3 
er in lighting others, by terms or titles of diſtinRion , whereby he is 
fo much the war ſc, and more difabled ro good :) or if he ſutfer his heart 
(at all) co reſt in bodily feelings of ſpirirual comforts or ſweerne is, or 
fer his heart on any ſuch fleſhly ſa vouts; he thereby loſerh that life he 
ſ:em-r\ to ſeck for, becauſe not routed and grounded in love; bur the 
flechly part gains ground again, in the carthly dark and dead nature; 
and then it che law of fin ſerved for the time : bur yet if there be no 
wilt] fin, or liking thereto , it is not he, bi t fin that ſticreth in him 
which he conſenteth not to: And thus have many been troub led and 
overlaid for a time with weight upon their weaker parts, that they have 
not had (for that time) any — 19ht, or free dom in themſelves, but 
late ſadly without any knovledge of their on conditions, ot abilit ĩes to 
move one ſtep forward, becauſe ſin got ſo great a hold (or as a lodging) 
in their fl:thly parts, that it troubled the Keaſon „ and ſometimes ſo tar 
prong as to occupie the atfections of the ſoul , while the Spirit as a 
within, was labouring for deliverance, until che Lord Jcſus pleaſed 
to prepare the ſoul, and break into it by his bleſſed preſence, and give it 
feeling of pute loves ; and ſo ſtrete i the heart furward , to fathom and 
follow what :s before; for bchinde are all bodily things, thoughts, de- 
fares, fears, and Ich like, that hinder the comfort in, and ſpect of, the 
hole work: for nothing is to be kept from the laughter, that is for 
deſtruRion ; no mean in deſtroying I, though a right hand or eye, they 
muſt away, and give place to the divine work of the Spirit in the light, 
which is b fore; as che ſpiritual vettues beg n in che Reaſon of the 
willing ſoul, and to be perfected in love, as it comes to be reformed in- 
to the grace of Chriſt, to a perfect hatred of the deeds of the fleſh, an. 
All waveriag mindedneſs, and want of love; for otherwiſe he hindeis 
the work through his own w lfulneſs, and choice, in the contrary natuie; 
which will cauſe all to be to little purpoſe, troubleſom, and hea vie, as a 
wo. king in the fice, (if not thereby deſtioyed } becauſe of his not fecl- 
ing any grace, or ſpiritual ſavour therein. 


Th: ways, wiles and d. vices of the evil one., to'detelve and devour 
fouls, are ſuch and ſo divers, (in theſe later days) that the ignorant 
and unskilful ſouls, may nor caſfily eſcape, becauſe be takes all advan- 
tages, by the times, remprations, bodily wits, and faculties of ſuch dark 
ſouls, to lead them into ſelf · love, ind the ſundry kindes of luſtful living, 
ia the vanitics of their mindes, wantonneſs and pleaſute, upon the earth? 
(as fitting themſUvcs for a day of ſlaurhicr ) and ſo keeps them (while he 
may) in preſumption, &c. bur if once he ſee any ſoul would entire! 
g ve themſelves to be ſpiritually employed, chen he ftriverh (by himſelf 
and his miniſters) ro ſet theix ſins in order before them, and tells them 
cy are great ſinn. re, and more in this _ and turning then in any 
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ching before, ſaying to them, That is not the way, but a denial of Chriſt, 
a fancie, and frenzic, of a Fanarick ſpirit, and for ſome wicked end;and 
that it will bring them into contempt, want and poverty, wherein-none 
will pity them ; that they muſt change their conditions with their 
mindes, wives and children come to want 2 that they will fall into bo- 
dily ſickneſs, and be laid in priſons: that they ſhould ha ve learned men 
to adviſe them better, the Miniſters to admonich them, and pray for 
them: to take counſel at the Prieſts lips, which preſerve khuowledge z and 
not run of their own heads, with a few giddy, cor temptible people, dat 
are ignorant of the Scriptures, and Original tongues 2 and if chey de- 
part not from their new way, greater temptations will overtake them, 
And with much more of this kinde , doth this flattering devil ſeek to 
beguile ſuch ſouls as heaiken ro him, by the curing craftingſs of ſuch as 
he in wait to dec eiue, and that — with enticing words of mans wiſ- 
dom, to beguile their ſouls, wich bodily ſavours, ſweetneſs of wits, arts, and 
outward cxerciſes, and thereby (if poſſible) draw them aſide from the 
ſimplicity , and puff them up with conceit of themſelves; as if the 
had by ſuch wiſdom (and the ways thereef) formerly found the feeling 
of heavenly joy ; and ſo lead them back og „ and up into high no- 
tions and conceirs of a proud minde z until they become baſe and block- 
iſh, and thereby fall full lowe at laſt , with their cold, dry and barren 
ſouls ; fox the more they imagine to gain by ſuch meaffs, the greater 
will be their loſs, and they the farther off from what they ſo ſeem ta 
ſeek, and much more indiſpoſed to return into the right way of obraining 
it; for thereby the minde will be oft, and highly lifted up, as if it were 
in a happie eſtate and condition, more holy, vertuous, and better then 
others; and to rejoyce, as if they had eſcaped a very great temptation ; 
and to conceive angry ſtirrings in themſelves, when others ſeem not ſo 
to eſteem of them: and the flattering ſpirits will ſuddenly praiſe and 
applaud ſuch, as for good deeds, and vertuous living ; and this laſt is 
the ſoreſt and greateſt of all temptations, and moſt dangerous, becauſe 
of the delight men will ſeem to feel about them, by ſuch ſounds to the 
ear, and ſweet ſavour of ſenſe, rickling them with delight therein; as if 
all were well, and they had much grace, and were rightly travelling, 
with their mindes from fleſhly things, while they are one ly raviſhed with 
ſpiritual pride, wherein the vain love, and ſelf · conceit, prayeth, weep- 
eth, ſpeaketh and thanketh God, (with the Phariſee) while they know 
not God; but their proud hearts deceive them, and lead them to ſhew 
outward love and meekneſs in ſpeech and geſture , as if they were ſpiri- 
tually verruous, and that they diſliked 3 ſin, oncly becauſe ir 
is contrary to God; and yet are even then at the gate of ſpiritual death, 
ſo puſt up wich pride and pleaſure therein, as that they are even dead 
while they live, ox rather twice dead, and pluckt up the roots; become 
ſervants to men and times, miſtaking one thing for another, with their 
fleſhly hearts goraloft, and puffed up reſting in the root and rorrenneſs 
of fin, black and chick darkneſs, filling their ſouls z which may by hid 
. am 


YL. 


; „ 

1 (29) | 
from fome men, yer Chiiſt Jeſus ſees it, and abhors it and their ſervi⸗ 
ces , becauſe of their hypocrifie and hereſie, ſo accompanied with bodi- 
ly and ſpiritual pride, ( which was never learned of Chrift ) as their 
God 3 for man maketh any thing his God that his heart is in love with; 
that he rakes content in, dares fin againſt God for, or wrong any man 
by ; and ſo ſuch men have their divers kinds of Idol-gods ; one his bel- 
ly , another the applauſe of men; a third his opinions and words, heard 
or ſpoken, (wherein ſuch ferve not the Lord Jeſus, but their own luſt- 
ful mindes) and every other thing that a man chuſeth by his own act, 
to take pleaſ..re in, is his God; and then when God ftirs up ſuch ſeuls 
to obedience, and gives them ſuitable abilities, theſe proud hearts reſiſt 
all, and in ſtead of obedience, become — handy, harſh, and 
high-minded, abuſing the tender mercies of the Lord God, in the light 
of his ſpiritual leadings to repentance ; and this condition is (as afore- 
ſaid) the more deſperate, becauſe therein ſuch conclude that all is well, 
and ſound, and that they are right, ſure, and righteous, (even above any 
ordinary Phatiſee ) and ſo arrogate to themſelves, And therefore hear 
and conſider, thou that thinkeſt thou ſtandeſt , that ſuppoſeſt thou arr 
raiſed from death to life, haſt taſted of the good word of , and born 
(ir may be) ſome afflictions; and take heed of this falſe liberty, for then 
will Satan try and winnow thee , and be reaching thee, as aforeſaid ; or 
as ſometime he would have done Jeſus Chriſt, to caſt himſelf down, to 
turn ſtones into bread, &c, And full many have ſo fallen by his means 
into this high ſpiritual pride, and thought that therein they have done 
God ſervice; and unleſs the ſoul be rooted and grounded in love, and 
ſo in meekneſs, ( with a ſpiricual feeling of Jeſus Chriſt as God equal 
with the Father) it will be apt to yeild to ſuch transformings, and to ask 
(as the Diſciples ſometimes did) who ſhall be greateſt? and ſo may ſoon 
depart from the ſimple and pure life, and leoſe their hold of that which 
leads the humble and meck to perfection: and therefore what great 

care 2 wiring and diligence ; yea, what faithfulneſs is requiſite in kee 

ing inthe light that will let men ſee the deceir, and lead them int 
way to eſcape the evil thereof > for (as we read) the Lord Jeſus was 
tempted, but was not overcome, becauſe the Devil found nothing in him 
whereto he might faſten the temptation. =—— And this is of experi- 
ence and adviſement to all willing ſouls,that when rentarions come, and 
move to flcſhly love and likings of earthly things, heed them not; con- 
fider them not, whether it concern outward profit or loſs , ſcorning or 
deſpiſing frouning or flattering ; for if the Devil (by hmſelf or means 
of his inſtruments) preyail with thee to conſider it, thou art then (there- 
by ) more then halt overcome , becauſe the ſame nature in thee will be 
apt to joyn with it; and the great danger is, leſt thou ſhouldſt like it, 
or be afraid of it, and fo be overcome by ir. Therefore keep with- 
in, inthe light, chat thou maiſt be able to ſay to thy ſelf, (in that caſe) 
I have choſen my way, my part, my portion is ia Chriſt Jeſus z him I 
love, in him I have rightcouſneFs and ſtrength , in him I rejoyce and 
E 2 enjo7 
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enjoy all chings ; and norching will 1 have ear of him, for he accept: 
me as worthy te love him, c. and be ſure to be bold andefcar th:te- 
in, and then ſhalt thou find thine enemies I. bot | againſt thee 5; for 
truth never ſuffers more then when ir is coldly and faintly ond 
Tuo ig theſe enemies will be ſtill ſtriving againſt thee, and telling thee 
of dangers, and perilous things to befal thee in that way , and ſcr them- 
ſelves to hinder hee by ſlanders and re roꝛches of all kindes, ſtri chee 
cf thy reputation, an ſtrive ta drive thꝛe aſide into anger, and words of 
r2b ke, that they miy have whereo! to accuſe, thee : there ſore rake h ed 
thereof, and heep thy tongue 4s with 2 bir and brid!e ; and as thou com. ſt 
ro know Jcſus Chriſt ſpiritually, thou wilt alſo com: to a hoerty love, 
in heing deſpiſed, ſpuined at, trampled upon, and abuſed; ani if th:re 
ſh21l happen to be ſome inward regret, or riſing ag iinſt ir, the light will 
ſhey thee rhe evil of ir, and the ſpirit of love will ſuppreſo it, and give 
victory over it; and (as thou attendeſt fairhfully) tho t wile find and 
know, that God for ſaketh no man, in ſuch tentations, unleſs it ſhall be 
to enereaſe their ſpiritual ſtrength, (if they ſuffer a while patiently, and 
not turn to folly ) that they may find Jeſus Chriſt , the ſweer and ready 
way, full of . iritual refreſhments and comforts ; and themſelves poor, 
blind and naked without him, and ta have nothing b it what he giveth, 
and herein ſuffer much buffering of Satan and his miniſters, wictho t 
heeding, or rather with deſpiſing fach tentat ions, ſetting them at noughr, 
c. Bur if any ſhall ſtrive with his thoughts and bodi y w'rs to dri ve 
a way tentations, and put them out as by maſtery, thereby will the enc- 
my get ad vantage and overcome: and tHrefore (as before, ſo I ſay a- 
gain) ever withdraw thy thoughts from the tentati ons into the light of 
— Chriſt , where the ſtriving and life of ſtrength licth, and wairon 
im for deliverance and victory.—— And alſo beware thou never 
ſhew ſuch temptations to any worldly men 83 reputed ne ver ſo 
wiſe, learned or religious) chat have not $-1c the like tryals in them · 
ſelves, for they will certainly bring thy ſoul into greater danger by their 
vorldly ad vice to thy fl:ſhly feeling. And this alſo know , that the 
Lord is pleaſed to lea ve the ſoul, ſo ſomet imes (for its tryal a little ſea- 
— that in mercy he may gather it more cleanly into himſelf, to grow 
and ſpring up as a morning-ſtar ; and delivcrance he will ſurely give 
(in ti needful time) to all his members, that they may truſt l Rim 
more fully; and then he gladdeth them with his preſence, and faſten - 
eth chem to himſelf ; ſhewing them h ð ſecrets, and giving them trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge : 0 brings in light, and expels darkneſs; 
opens the eye of rhe ſoul, and lighteth it to ſce how good it was for it to 
be ſo troubled : the like whereof David witneſſed , and thereby learned 

the Lords righteous judgements. 


I ſhall here ſay lire of the Faith that ſtands in rhe wiſdom of men, 
(though charbe woſt in uſe and eſteem with the worldly wiſe men of this 
| #1 generation) 
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gener it ion) b:eauſe ir is oft mentioned in other placey as the gear, EA. 
giar of deceit , ſ.tving to ſilence the voice of Chriſt in cheir on and 
others conſciences, and for other earthly ends, and to lead the:m. into pe- 
rilous paths of ſin and ſelſiſyneſo, f. om the pure and ſpiruual path of Je- 
lis Chriſt, che endleſs light, love, wiſdom and power of Cod, herth 
mans converfion is hindred, and the way thereto, as it were (thercby) 
blockt up; for in mans con verſion, before reaſon be turned imo light, 
and will into love, and the ſoul comes into a wairing condition for clean» 
fing, it uſually feels its ſelf heavy loaden, d 111, and indi ſpoſed there 
to, dy reaſon of ſuch ohſtruct ions a5 thereby ( and other wiſe alſo) lie in che 
vay 2 yet as Jeſus Chriſt movęth an | deſiteth, ſo is he therein covert ly 
A bre z and thereupon he f irther moveth to work his ſecret work in 
man , as in a teaſonable inſtrument, that by degrees may have faich 
wroughtin him, wich knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus , and his ſpiritual pre- 
ſence, light ani truth; and for that end, that ſo I begins to wait upon 
him ar all times d.ligencly with the whole heart, until he give word: 
whereby to pray, and do ficly order the affections to that contin al di- 
ty, without uſing words otherwiſe heard, left vanhy of mind and ſpiri- 
rual enemies enter an blind che eyes, and hinder the ſoul from chuſin 
the loy: of Godin Chriſt Jeſus, whereby the heart ſhould be cleanſed. 
and eftabliſhed to feel and find how fair and profitable his work will be 
in and to the ſoul, as it comes to kno che two days or lights, the falſe 
light and tru: light, the lov? of chis-world and fleſhly things, and the 
pare Ive of Jeſus Chriſt , through grace eſt ibliſhing the ſoul, with the 
real difference between them, and begins to feel ſome increaſing kno v- 
ledge in the true l ght; to feel the falſe light, worldly love, and luſtful 
pleaſures ſeem | ttle, an paſs away as a ſh1dow ; which is the light that 
the Devil brought in by Eve and Ad in, ſaying, they ſhould be as gods, 
h1wing good and evil; whereby the inner (y: of Ad ms ſout was thur, 
and the ſpiritual light then over-laid , as withdrawn fio n his ſoul , and 
rhe ourward eye of flcſhly love and worldly liking was opened in 
him, with which he did not Ie before, nor know that new day of evil 
and darkneſs, wherein he aft-rwards, and all his poſterity, ( in that na- 
rare) now reJoyce, and take theirpaſtime; and yet, but as in yain ſhews, 
unskiltul hea vineſs of heart, wich fleſhly angerineſs , fears and dreads; 
and this before the eye of mans und-rtanding be opened, ſo as to diſ- 
c:rn'ſp'ricual things, or to underſtand Scriptutes; and no doubt bur 
theſe arc well known unto many, who have alſo in ayer and otherwiſe 
felt and taſted rhe ſveetneſs of the ſpiritual work, G a5 to have thoughr 
nochingſo pleaſing as it, and have not known whar it was that they fo 
delighted in, bur it was indeed the gift cf God in the light, to be waired 
on as it begets de votion, contrit ion, many ſeet teats, burning deſires 
and mournings for fin, to ſcowre and cleanſe the heart, and mould ir into 
a wonderful [weerneſs of a ready mind to fulfil the will of God , and to 
truſt him withour queſtioning whut ſh11l become of the utward man, or 
other like relations, ſo as the will of the Lord were dane in him * by 
im. 
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bim. Bac fome that ſo obtained to this firſt gift of God in light, that 
wou ld ha ve — them into a like condition and reſolution , ( had 
he been attended upon therein) have departed from it, as many did 
that followed Chriſt , (for a time) which cauſcd him to ſay ro Peter 
and the reſt, ill jt go away alſo? but if ſach inward feeling as this, 
bring wich it true and pure love, then it may not be ſo loſt, though 
floth may caufe it to ſeem hid or clouded for a time, and eſpecially in 
cafe the mind ſo moved ſhall turn out (by eonſent) into the viſible 
things, and thereupon the evil one catch it, and transform it into an 
angel of light; ana then that ſoul is not able to {ee clearly within it 
ſelf whois working there, (much leſs afyr off) though he ha ve a kind 
of outward fetling, but nh ſtabillo of ſoul, or inxard cettainty, but all 
Hands and favours,” any way ſatisfying the ſenſes , draw out the minde 
from Jeſus Chriſt, tho true light, ſo that it cannot then come to ſee and 
dchold him ſpiritually, and loye him perfectly, as leading into heaven- 
ly thoughts and deſires, and to a loathing of ſelf and all earthly de- 
lights; and then (by reaſon of ſuch lazie and luſtful defires) the ſtead, 
faſt minding of IE SUs is neg lected, and rhe, intended knot of union 
Uthen-in knitting) betomrs looſe, and untiet for the time. —— Bar 
of this be ſure; rhat hat ſpiritual feeling, reyęlation or manifeſtation 
knits that not of love and deyorion to Jeſus Chriſt, and opens the eye 
of the ſoul to a more clear and ſpiricual knowing of him , alſo begets 
meekneſs, and love, and ſettledneſs in the ſoul, and caſts man down by 
reaſon of his unworthineſs and unprofitableneſs rowards God and man, 
as a wretch and our-caſt of men, unmeer to live amongſt them, by rea- 
ſon of his beaſtly , lewd , fleſhly an blind mind, ignorant of ſpiritual 
things, and of his own ſoul, nat knowing Jeſus Chriſt, nor any of his 
ſpiritual workings or worſhip ; for that none worſhip him truely , but in 
e ſpiritual revelation and feeling of himſelf : for it is by meckneſs of 
love chat a man is kept ſingle to God, and free f om harſhly beholding 
other mens decds , (unskilfully done) and looking on others evil acti- 
ons irregularly, or otherwiſe hen as marters of mourning and cautions 
to himſelf and them; and if he reprove them, to do it in love ſoberly and 
ſecretly , and to look on God 41 on himſelf as if there were no other 
man in the world, and himſelf moſt wretched and vile; and teacheth 
him ever to watch diligently, leſt fin get entrance into his ſcul; to 
judge or condemr no tan haſtily, hut ſay always ro himſelf, hat bave 
I bern? what am ? What hath God done for me ? what have I dane again 
him, and what for him ? thereby to come and ſce his gyn tate and ſta- 
tion 3 and as the Lord giverh him grace, to wait in that his en mea - 
ſure of che gift, and never fain to have more then he hath in faith and 
feeling or act otherwiſe then he hath received grace, and keeps to that; 
(though it be never ſo little) and moves not out of that ſo received, or 
rn do any thing becauſe another did or doth it, for chat cannot be of 
$aichy but will run a man out of breath, and hecome ſin ta his ſoul.— 
Aud know for certain, that he who waiteth meekly, and afterh according 
5 to 
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to his meaſure of grace received, until more be giden by the pure mo- 
d on and revelation of Jefus Ctuiſt, and yet ever deſiteth more; moſt 
and beſt, (bur works onely according to what he hath) ſhall be ſure (in 
due time) to have a ſuitable ſupply. And thus oughr-every man to 
enter particularly. into his on ſoul, to know ic, and che ſtrength theres 
of, with its fanneſs or foulnęſs 3; to ſce its dignity at firſt, and wrerched- 
nets by fin ſince, with che labouring in the ſoul a atnft the ground of 
all fin, (little and much) which gtoufid is onely che falſe, miſruled 
love of mans heatt to himſelf , from which arfirſt fig had irs beginning 
in him; and until this fallow-ground be plainly. plowed up;and all flcſh- 
1y and wortdly loves, hopes, deſires and feats be cmoyedo the ſoul can 
never ſee and feel rhe pate burning ſpiritual love of Jeſus Chxiſt , nor 
enjoy his preſence in the ſou), or diſcern ſpiritual things by the _— 
andaftanding ; (which is na right until wrought into the fear of God) 
For thereby is the mind and heart drawn out to all finful likings ; by 
mans own underſtanding to reſt in all beaſt ly love, earthly thoughts, 
and flefhly things; and therefore it is (at firſt) ſo laborious to love Je- 
fus 'Chriſt cruely and ſpiritually , and may not be while his love is not 
felt therein, becauſe that muſt reach him to hate his fleſhly life, father 
and mother, (as Chriſt ſai) and take up the croſs quietly, and follow 
Chriſt , (as before is ſaid ) rothe mortilying of his members that are 
earthly, even every unclean luſt, and unskilful love of himſelf, and ſee 
the ground of fin broken within, and by degrees the boly thereof de- 
ſtroyed, as there ſhall be a loathing and deſpiſing of ir in the hearr, and 
of all che beauty, * faivneſs of this preſent world, as a ſtinking 
Catrion; labouring night and day to war ſpiricually againſt it, and all 
its enticements, as the ſpiritual eye ſhall be opened, for otherwiſe none 
can ſee ir, much leſs war againſt its enterpriſes, 


« As Adam by his fin ſaw and felt the new light of fleſhly love and li- 


kings of this world, (which in his innocegcy he ſaw not) in the new and 
evil day that Fob curſed, (being the concupiſcence which the Devil and 
man nude) might periſh, and be no more: for che everlaſtin 
love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, is the true light and bleſſed day, (love a 
light being of and in him) in whoſe light rhe 32 ol the day ſee 
light, and greatly re joyce. But they that truely ſeck him, muſt be con- 
tent to abide a while in the darkneſs, for the darkneſs was before the 
light » and the evening and morning were the firſt day and man may not 
ſuddenly come from the dark day, (which is the love of hiaſelf and 
this world) into the perfect love of God in and to his ſoul , and to ſee 
and feel ſpiritual things, gaining victory in his thoughts.to bring all in- 
to obedience , becauſe it is firſt night or darknefs with him, wherein the 
love of this world is hut out, ani the day ſprings from on high, and 
viſiteth 3 and as the ſoul becomes quiet and till, che light breaks forth 
more and more unto the perfect day, as he becomes whelly acquitted — 
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his fir, ard the ſayour of But as there is a paſſing to hk Take 
through the. c vil day or night of darkneſs, ry is no pleaſure, but 
ſorrow and. ſighing, doubis and d. adneſs of ſoul ) there is a bluid long» 
ing after, apdghiuk.ng on Jcſus Chriſt, how good and bleſſed he is, with 
delixcs to fer l his love, and be lighted with his preſence , (as David 
ſcught. God in the night); io be hid (though in pain) from beholding 
abe world, and its falle Lkencfſts , .( wh.ch ſo well pleaſe thoſe that ate 
Blind in ſpiritual chings) and dwcll quicely in is darkneſs, (wherein 
Satan cometh with his likencflcs and Iight, under colour of true light) 
until the light of love (by lile and little) break forth to him ( ſo 
dwclling in che ſhadow of death) and ſhine chiovgh the darkneſs and 
death, &c. ſor there are many that would ſecm to forſake the love of the 
world, and alſo would come to the love of God, and his light, to ander- 
ſtand him: but through this darkneſs they will not come to know them» 
lelves what they have becn, and are in their finfulneſs againſt Cod, to 
enter into — Fo » and vicw all things there, with all wicked ſtir- 
tirgs and.rifings in their hearts of pride, envy, anger, and other ey.ls, 
and to wait deſiring in the. ill ſilence, and ſſ irĩtual watchfulnefs to Je- 
ſus Chriſt , (as his Saints cver did) but ſo ſoon as (in their own wills ) 
they ſcem to have forſaken the world outwardly » they preſent! y 
th.nk themſclves holy, ard full fit for ſpiritual underſtanding, and 
heavenly myſteries; and that they love God perfectly, and have rece:ycd 
race through the ſpecial giſt of the holy Chaſt; for they are ſtirred and 
— to 222 „ as it were then given ta them , without great 
ſtady beſore-hand, and a heat of deſite th. rewith to preach fort); trutù 
and righteouſneſs, and will un into words thereof as with great far - 
wardncſ'and*zcal, & c. And this they hold for the grace of God, and 
v.ſitacicn of his ble ſſed light, before their ſouls paſs through this dark- 
neſs z-— though th 's I'ght of knowledge, and heat of defire, they feel, 
comet! not of the true love of Jcſts Chriſt , but from the Devil, and 
his wansformings, as being onely a fained light, and likenc ſs of the true 
light, and Son of God; whercby cunningly he leadeth blind ſoils into 
a pre ſuininꝑ of being themſelves righteous, and abaſing others, (as the 
Phaciſ.cs did) and ſo have no light of grace to them given by the holy 
Ghoſt: fur though the knowledge thy have were in it ſelf outwardly 
true, yet by the De vil and mans own wit, it makes onely a fained light 
of true things, but not the light of the tiue Son, nor approved of by his 
pure light in tlieir Conſciences ; and ſuch men are ſo blind by theſe 
ta ned lyes, and pu ff. d up with ſpiritual pride, that they ſce it not, not 
ate ling to conſider it; but higlmen their hearts againſt the true 
light, ſu poſing rhe feeling in their own wills is perfect freedom of ſpi- 
rit';: and 10 ke clouds w.thour rain, 8 to and fro) bring forth 
done device, etrout and hereſie after another, which are known by the x 
wild minds exetciſed in covetouſneſo, ur:ch vanity, talking, diſputing, 
contending about words, ray ling and rcviling others, and perfecuting 
them; and yet will not be aikamed to ſay, They do all this in _— 
an 
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and 2eal for righteouſheſs. Bur (as James ſaid ) this wiſdo n is 
net from above, but is earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh: and thereſote th s 
cunning (that brings forth ſuch Saints) is not of the God of peace, and 
Father of lights, (with whom is no variableneſs, or evil ſpeaking) but ſuch 
as Jeſus Chriſt uſed not, nor allowed in his Diſciples ; but to do all in 
his ſpiritual light, and faith in him, which is a myſtery held in a pure 
Conſcience , in the love and meekneſs of Chriſt Jeſus : for it is the fire 
of love that goeth before him, to conſume the enmity and evil works, 
c. whereot ſuch are ignorant as have not been ſmitten down from 
their height and haughrineſs into the loweſt degree: of meekneſs, and 
there parged from all ſpiritual filthineſs ; — which they cannor 
endure the wy ſhining of ſpiritual light, the precious liquor of the 
love of Jeſus Chriſt , becauſe not purified-in the heavenly furnace , to 

receive the gracious light of heavenly knowledge and perfect love, 
which is the true Son of r:ghteouſaeſs , (with bealiag under bis wings) and 
he that thereby reforms in feeling, through the dear light that ſpringeth 
forth, and arifeth after this darkneſs, which is not well known but to 
the ſyul that travelleth in darkneſs, and cryeth after light, to ſhew ir the 
right way, and comfort it in travel therethrough : for after true dark- 
neſs, where one firmly ſers himſe lf to forſake the love of.chis world, and 
—_ grace come to a feeling and knowing of himſelf,an | keeps meck- 
neſs therein, he may not be deſtroyed by errours or fancies ; for the 
feeling of grace in that meck darkneſs , teacheth the ſoul to be faithful, 
and watchful againſt the enemies morions, and ſubtil flights, 
And it may ſo be, (and oft is) that ſym: have theſe workings, and firm 
defires in them, and yet remain doubtful thereof what the iſſue may be; 
but ſuch (as they know it begets love ant meekneſs) are to keep ĩt ten- 
derly, and purſue ir fervently, that no creature hinder it : for this grace 
will ever b2 free from ſin, and worldly baſineſs that hinders it; which 
cannot be, unt l he be throughly dead ro the world, poor inward and 
outward , and have filly forſaken the love of it, without any worldly 
cunning, covering or deyice, — to bꝛ eſteemed above others ; bur 
rather deſpiſed of che wo:14 , and all worldly men; {ts not his heart 
upon his own deeds or vertues, nor loves nor allows any heart-rifings a- 
gainſt others for, any matter or cauſe whatſoever x ſo that he doth 
not diſcaſe , nor anger — man willingly in word or deed , nor pts any 
truſt in worldly goods or friends: for othꝛrwiſe he cannot be free 
to wait on Jeſus Chi iſt as he ought ; for ſo long as love to any creature 
or luſtſul deſire carries the mind out from Jeſus Chriſt, (his true light 
within) he cannot die ta the world, nor come into thisdarkneſs of know- 
ing himſelf, & be cruciſied to the world, as not deſiring it, not accepting 
it. And for this forſaking, ( ſaid Jeſus Chriſt ) he ſhall have a hun- 
dred fold, even che profir of this darkneſs, be hid (through grace) frora 
wotldly goods, that he ſeek them nor earneſtly , is not letted by them, 
loyerh them not, looketh nor after them; and therefore hath an hun- 


dred fold more then any King, or rich man of the earth, that takes care 
F to 
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te keep that he hath, and yet covers more; for he that covercth Jeſus 


Chriſt, and him enely, he hath more reſt of heart and conſcience, true 
lave.and delight in his ſoul, in one hour, then he that loveth the 


things of this world, hath, or can have, in all his life-rime ; and this: 


daskneſs is but as mid-day , when the Sun ſhineth our of the darkneſs, 
and Jeſus Chriſt giveth reſt to his beloved, that ſtandeth firm in his 
coũnſel, and doubteth not, nor is afraid for any evil tyd inge, becauſe his 
heart is fix24 ; and is well aſſured, chat the light of knowledge, and fee- 
liag of ſpiricual love, is in Chriſt Jeſus, of him, and for him; and that 
the dakneſe an fat ſaking of world ly love, is by his forming, and reform - 
ming the ſoul onely to and for himſelt; and chat he reformeth us, in us, 
an d not without us; for grace is inwardly given at firſt, and ſo wroughr 
by degrees as man applyeth his heart thereto. As firſt, Jeſus Chriſt by 
his light and Spit it calleth from warlgly vanit ies, and that then brings 
great {weerneſs, and joy with it: but it left, and nor ſeconded, it ſtayeth 
there but for a little ſeaſon, though che remembrance thereof abidech; 
and after that, the time of reforming and ſett ing the ſoul at rights ; is 
with much labour and watching; for when, the mind is ſet againſt all 
fin within and without, and the deſire wholly on the love of Jeſus 
Chriſt, wherein there will be felt many lets, (from within, in his own 
will, and without from his enemies by temptations) and his great ror- 
ment that he hath lived ſo long in, the falſe love of the world ; and 
this will ſtick cloſe ro him, until he paſs rough ſpiritual tribulation, 
and be purified through fears, doubrs and perplexitics, that he will be 
near unto deſpair, and wholly left unto the * s ſave onely that the 
Lord Jeſus privately loveth him; and ſuch a ſoul hath alſo private truſt 
in his mercy: and go he never ſo far, he ſhall not fall, becauſe he is 
bornup from deſpair, though with great inward pain; fo chat he ſome · 
times knoweth not whence it cometh ; and yet then that ſoul would nor 
for all the world be blinded with the falſe love, as before it was; for that 
were hell to ſuch a ſoul : and this the Lord Jeſus doth in pure love, and 
for great profit to that ſoul , ro drive out ſenſuality, that it might re- 
ccive ſpiritual light, And when the ſoul is reformed. in feeling, an! 
freely accepteth the giſt of perfect cleanſing, (to enter into the reſt, and 
ccale from his own works, as God did from his) then is Jeſus Chriſt 
more {wcerly familiar wich the ſoul , (chat is ſo brought through the 
fire of aſlitions into true peace) and inthis working, ſome ſouls have 
great de votion in prayer, and main touchings of ſpiritual light in under- 
Randing ; and others of comfortable heat, and great ſweetneſs, ( and 
ne ver come fully to this reflful darkneſs) with a, preſent fervent deſite 
of laſting love, and longing atter : bur cheſe inward feelings 
(where they ſtand in compunction, and ſorrow. for fin, ot of devotion, ar 
ourward imagination) ate not the e that the ſoul ſhall have, and 
feel in the gracious habitation with God. Ipiritually, (while in this life, 
or body of fleſh ) though they may be gracious gifts of God, and not to 
be abuſed or neglected, although the ſoul that feels them is not yet re- 
ſormed 
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formed-in feeling ; for it harh not yet received the gziſt of perſect and 
ſpiricual burning love to Jeſus Chriſt, as they may come to, if they be 
faichful in it; and yet they may feel more of the love of God then o- 
thers, (that have that gift in che way towards perfect feeling ) in as 
much as the feeling ſheweth more ourward!y by their fervour in bodily 
rokens, as in weepinꝑ, praying, ſpeaking, and other bodily ſtirrings ani 
ftrivings , that ſome others would think them raviſhed with love , c. 
Yer ſtill conſider , that theſe ſtirrings and ſtrivings are of God, to ſtay 
them from the worldly love, and luſts of the fleth, that have ſo long 
been rooted in their hearts; from which (world ly love) they may not 
be drawn out by ſuch fceble ſtirrings of great feryour , and outward 
ſtrength, which is no true token of much love, bur of weakneſs, and 
little love in their ſouls, that cannot bear a little ro:ching of God; for 
it is yer fleſhly, and faſtened thereto, and not mortified therefrom by the 
work of the Spirit of God For the touch ſeems ſo quick, and alſo 
delectable over all things felt before in flefhly love of earthly things, 
that ir is over · taken with ir, for that ir-is ſo new, ſudden and ſtrange,thac 
the body cannot well bear it, but breakcth ont into weepings , bodily 
ſtirrings, and other actions; as Chriſt ſaid, the old bottles would break, 
and not hold the nem wine, but that God keepeth it whole, in mercy let- 
tet h it break out into tears, and words, through weakneſs and feeble- 
neſs of ſo1l, and not becauſe of much love, (as ſome may ſuppoſe) bur 
aftærwards, when (through love) the uncleanneſs is melted out of the 
ſoul, by ſuch fervour , then is the love clear, and ſtandeth ſtill ; and 
then perfect love caſteth out fear; then is the ſoul in peace, and much 
more in loye then before, though ir ſhew leſs outward; for it is now all 
whole, at reſt within, and little appearing outwardly. For in the 
firſt ſtate, ſuch feelings come to the ſoul ſuddainly, before it be well a- 
ware; and as it comes before the ſoul knows it, ſo iroftrerurneth or de- 
parteth without its knowledge: neither can the ſuul tell how to come 
to that ſtate again; no. know where to find it; for the thoughtt are not 
yet kept within in the light, vich a firm longing defire to Jeſus.Chriſt, 
nor the eye of the ſoul kept open, and neet to the ſpiritual beholding 
of heavenly things; and ſo the heart is not ſixed: and then what Weak- 
neſs and unſuitableneſs is in all, without ſtedfaſtue ſs, firm faith, nd 
full intent to God; ro know his ſecrets, and obey his will ? And itis 
always to be diligently minded, that there are two manner of feelipgs z 
the one inward, accord ing to mans bodily wit and kill; and the other 
more inward, or within that, being of ſpiritual light, wiſdom and skill, 
which che holy Ghoſt teacheth, and planteth inthe powers of the foul. 
So there is a meckaeſs that is gained, by the working of reaſon, in fle ſh- 
ty feeling; and another that is deeply feſt in the ſoul , and is the fice | 
and ſpiritual gift of love: and it is a full hard ching, and a great my- 
ſtery to him that ſtands in the working of his own r to keep conſtant - 
reſt and ſofrneſs in his heart, and charity ro love men, when they deſyiſe 
him ; without reſiſting or repining therear, c. Boch theſe are of _m_ | 
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bat the fir ſt worketh-by the reaſon of the ſou), the ſecond work ech by the 
holy Spirit in the foul ; and ſo the tuſt is imperſeR, the ſecond perteet : 
The firſt, weeknels, a man feeleth in-bcholding his fin and uretchedneſs, 
and judging himſclf unworthy of any mercy , or good thing at the hand 
of God, and (as the worſt of creatures.) worhy of all ſufterings,, and 
thus thruſteth himſelf down under all others, and gricveth in his hears, 
when he is overcome by any tem tation; conſeſſeth, accuſeth himſelf, 
and asketh forgivencſs, &c, But this is not petfect meekneſs , for it 
comes of beginning to protit in grace, cauſed by beholding of fins; and 
this is the meckneſsthar love worketh by the tea ſon of the ſoul. 
But perfect meckneſs the ſoul feeleth of the ſight, and {picitual know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, ſceing him to be all, and do all in the ſoul, and 
for it, and hath ſo great love and joy in that ſpiricual hehe „ that ic for 
gcrteth ir ſelf, (atier a ſort) and leanethi to Jeſus Chriſt with all the 
love it hath ta behold him, and heeds net any unworthinefs or fins be - 
fore dene, but ſetteth ir ſelf with all ſins paſt, and good deeds alſo, ar 
nought, as unworthy tobe remembred , and j udgeth no particular ſoul, 
(neither bettei nor worſe then himſclf ) but loves and helps the geoo4 in 
all, and every man there n; and flighteth and deſpiſech all the jay and 
worſhip of this world, as ſeeing it ſo little and nought, in iegard of the 
joy and love the ſoul feeleth in the ſpiritual ſight of — hriſt, and 
knowledge of his purity and holineſs, that though he might ha ve all 
worldly joy, and worſhip without fin , yet be would not muddle with it. 
The worla hach no ſa vour inthis meckneſs, but is exceedirg far fri m it. 
It is the lover of Jeſus Chriſt onely that hath this meckneſs abiding in 
him with liking and — and that without any heavineſs, or ſtit- 
ring for it But the world hath a proud meekneſs, belenging to an 
hypocrite , (without this joy or gladneſs by the gift of the holy Ghoſt) 
and do heed the praiſes of men, as alſo fear their diſpraiſes, taking plca- 
ſure or diſpleaſute thereat in themſelves: and it's like this was the ſnare 
thar David praycdto have bis heart pluckt out of. And many that 
yet love the praiſe of men mote then God or his praiſe , dobeſtir them- 
{elves, travel and labour, with their wills, wits and affections, and ſo 
think on God, Chriſt, and outward exerciſes, as it were by their ſtrength 
to draw out ot themſelves a feeling of the love of God in Chriſt, even by 
bodily force and maſtery , it that were poſſible. But the ſe love not ſpi- 
ritually, nor is this a kindly or gracious work of love, but a kind of mad- 
doing of the ſoul at Reaſons bidding; which (without meekneſs, and 
for ſaking the love of earthly . is very dangerous to beget ſpiri- 
tral pride, which otherwiſe done in meekneſs of love, and a loathing of 
all earthly affect ons, may finde favour with the Lord, and be by him 
changed from mans own works into ſpiritual workings : for as man can- 
not think a good thought of himſelt , ſo he ought to forbear his own 

akings, words and works, as not good, t e can find no ac- 
ceprance with God ; and wait with patience for the Lords work. ng ig 
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kum; to Gill 4nd co do, of his gecd pleaſare; all cher workings be 
to the ſoul's greater ſufferings, and les ; as the Prophet ſaid, hind. 
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ling of fires with mans ow paths, cauſcth the 25 15 lie dom in firrow.— 


Itty : man, 
but in perfe& Lovers, Love worketh within, in che light, by ſpiritual af- 
fectiom, killing all other affections inthe ſoul, and t 


Many do like well of the Vertues of Meekneſs, Lowlineſs, and Pati- 
ence, as in their own reaſons and wills, that are enemies thereto in their 
affe&ions, through grudgings in-chemſel ves at thoſe in whom they are; 
and ſo'can have ho love to Vertue, ot vertugus men, or know how to 
delight in them as ſuch, ſpiritually-z and hat theſe men do by the ſtir 
rings of reaſon in them, is but out of a fleſhly fear of God, (or rather 
aoplauſe of men:) fas Jeſus Chriſt is but a3 a ranger do che ſoul, until 
his Imagebe therci in meckneſs and loye, which is his Live- 
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, and wherein he diſcovers himſelf and his ſeerers ; as he fai$to his 
Viſeples, 1 me ; for I am lowly and meth, and your ſhall finde reſt 
to your ſouls: and again, Love je one another, or, love together as I have 
loved you; thi (fd he) ſhall all men hnow that yoa are my diſtiples. 
He did not ſays They ſhoutd be known by working miracles, caſting out 
Devils, preaching, teaching, or praying » which ſhould be more minded. 
by thoſe that now defire ſignes and 2 (chat they may otherwiſe ſee 
if they ſhut not their eyes) while true love and meekneſs are the great- 
eſt of miracles in cheſe Jaft and perilous times, wherein men ſtrive to te- 
fiſt evil, (not · to ſuffer it) to revenge ' wrongs, rather then to forgive 
them, as Chriſt commanded ; rather to fain love and meeknc ſa, then be 
poſſeſſed of them, ſuffer and endure all things; and ſuch is not worthy 
the name of love or meekneſs in mans will, which is hut altogether im- 
perfect: but meekneſs as in pure love and ſpiritual affections, is perfect 
meekneſs ; and he that hath this, js a meek man, poor in ſpirit, that know- 
eth himſelfas he is, and oughr to be known, diſſembleth not, bur loveth 
all others in or for God; but where grudgings are in the heart towards 
any, or unquiet thoughts, the heart is not clean, the conſcience is not 
pure, nor the walking charitably, or with God, in love of clean affecti- 
ons, and conſequently in and for God: for the more evil any one doch 
to a meck man, the more good doth he to him, as to a man our of his 
right minde ; and ſo do thou, and pray for ſuch as Chriſt commanded, 
and obſerve how he himſelf did by Judas ( for all his wickedneſs) and 
ro others, never ſo much as ſaying to any man, Thou lyeſt ; though 
ſeme falſly accuſed him, ſaid, He bad a devil, & c. neither do 1 read that 
he reproved Judas openly, b t rather waited for his repentance to the 
very laſt: and the more like ro Jeſus Chriſt thou arr herein, che more 
thou loveſt thy ſelf one ly in God, and not out of him, and ſo thou loveſt 
truly, and not one ly for righteouſneſs & vortue of God in thee or others; 
ſo thou loveſt not thy felf, but God 3 and if thou be yet bound in fin, 
and fecteſt the burden of it, then fo thou loveſt thy ſelf for God, to be 
freed by him from ſin, into his ſervice ;and ſo if thou truly live in meek - 
neſs, thou loveſt every man; in tho firſt place, thou loveſt God in man; 
and in the ſecond place, thou loveſt man for God, that he may be his; & ſo 
ſhould God be loved in all, and for all, and all in him; and this is true 
love; but if thy minde be troubled, or unquiet when thou art rebuked, 
belyed, or evilly entreated, then there is pride remaining in thy heart, 
(ſeemrhou-neyer ſo holy outwardly) and there lyes hid like a Fox in 
his den; And no pool nſt thou poſſib! do, buvit is ſpoil · 
ed therewith , and thou haſt thy reward: ——-for iris a myſtery to 
love mens perſons, (which ever ought to he) and loathe their fins, as 
contraty to God; but it is no mptke pe eld ot pretend love, faſt/ſit ſi- 
lent, peach, give ro#he teedy, WT? for theſe things bad men may do; 
bur te love nien truly; and hate the evil n chem: is che gift of God by the 
holy Syiris of Love, which he gives freely and veadily to 2 
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1 Ag it; and is therefore moſt precious and 2. and wict- 
out this, there is not mene of love to all mn, and a ſeeking che ſal - 
vation of all, bat a ſtumoling and erting from che truth, and miſtakin 

one thing for a nather, errours for truth, and truth for ercours; becauſe 
Coyctouſnels and Anger is not forſaken, while any ocher love (but what 
is ſo in God and for God) remains as to any creature ox thing; thou 
ſhalt finds it eafcc to forſake riches and luſts, then the love of them; for 
he that covetethj nr defirech any thing he hach not, and thereby keeps 
back the clean deſires to Vert ie, is yet cuverous ; and look how much 
ſorrow thou tceleſt upon the loſs of any thing, ſo much was thy love 
to it; ſo that tho i coveteſt not ſpiricual chings, ſo as thou oughteſt, but 
chat thoa ſtumbleſtar them; and then how ſhouldſt chou be hlled with 
kiadly ſavour within, while the fleſh retains ics beaſtly ſavour without? 
But this know, that diligent watching, inward hunger and pains 
helpeck che holy Spirit in thee to overcome; yer while the bad root lives, 
its evil branches will be ſpringing up, for therein is the compleat nature 
of the evil coor, and thercof che loathſome fruit, which every evil man 
brings forth, out of che evil treaſure of his heart, and there the ſtrong 


man armed keeps the houſe, until there be a free yeilding to Jeſus Chriſt 


in meckneſs and pure love, wherein he may overcome that ſtrong man, 
and ſtrip him of all his ſtrength, and weapons wherein he truſteth, ani 
create the new man according to his own image and likeneſs of righteouſ- 
neſs and true holineſs ; and as thou receiveſt him with ability to exerciſe 
thy ſences, and diſcern things rightly ;. ro have Jeſus Chriſt formed in 
thee, and as thou conceiveſt him, and he lives in thee, thou wilt bring 
forth good things out of the good treaſure of his life, by ſtrong deſites, 
and carneſt actings to pleaſe him, and be made like unto him; nat as of 
fleſhly torming, but in full meekneſs of minde, pure love, full perfe&i- 
on and fruition of all heavenly vertues, and unchangeable bleſſedneſs, 
whereunto Chriſt Jeſus is the door, he the Porter, (and nor another) he 
opens, and no man ſhuts ; and ſhuts, and no man opens ; by him is the en- 


and ſo Sx. pan nouriſhment thereof) fall ſhoit of the glory of God; 
and yer forwar of 


and tentations others have bom; to thoe low in thine on eye 6 
ighly in love for their werks ſake:but 
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but Whoſoe ver arr to, of exalts himſelf, thereby becomes baſe 
and bl an antichriſt, unfir for any ſpiritual work, and ſhalt cer- 
tainly fall 10% at laſt, becauſe the power of the Lord Jeſus hath nos had 
akindly working in ſuch a ſoul, or his p ire preſence received by it, or 
righrly known to it, ro live and away in it; as it is in all meck ſouls, 
that in a ſtill and q tier ſtaidneſs ſuffer him, and yeild to him, for the 
increaſe and finiſhing of his own work therein, 


— 


The Soul of Man, which the LORD GOD formed (as hath been 
ſaid) by breathing of his breath of life into him, is a worthy likeneſs, 
image, or ſimilitude of God; not the bodily ſhape, but the 
inner \ owers thereof; but ſince falling from the light and hea- 
venly preſence of ſweet love, and ſme j y, into the painful darkneſs and 
luſts of this wretched life, is by his on act caſt ont of the heritage of 
heaven: So that man now io no wiſe can know Jeſus Chriſt (the Lamb of 
God that taheth away the ſin of the world) by running out with his thoughts 
into the moſt excellent way that mans wit can imagine, but by a turning 
the Soul in to thit of God within it ſeif, in the-lig'r thereof, and there 
waiting for his ſtill voice, where in the Lord Jeſis Chriſt moveth 3—.— 
which the wiſe and prudent men of this world imagine to be a low, mean, 
natural and contemptible thing; bur therein is the living and true 
Gol diſcovered to the ſoul, and exalted above all created things, 
whereby the ſoul ſeeth it ſelf, and alſo above it ſelf into the heavenly 
place; while it is ſo kept in the moft-inner and precious clean part of it 
ſelf, and taxeth pure pleaſure therein, and that not onely for the light 
ſake, but for the bleſſed loye which is in that light, and the knowledge 
it giveth how to ſeek God within, and forget all * things without, 
and alſo forget thinking of it ſelf, and wayting to finde therein, onel 
the uncreated God, t at made him, and gave him reaſon, will and af- 
fections, and quickeneth him in Chriſt Jelus by his bleſſed light; and 
ſu as Chriſt-Jeſus moves in him by his grace, ſo moveth the ſoul to find 
and feel him more in himſelf, as the truẽ light, which is not a natural ar 
bodily thing, but truth an{ faichfuln?ſs in ſpiritual light; for as budily 
light ſerverh to the body, ox ourward man, ſothis true light, and faith 
ful ſpiritual being (which is God in Chriſt) ſneweth to the reaſon of the 
ſou ly fitſt it ſelf;/ and then in and by it ſelf, all other ſpiritual thing: 
that ate n:edful to the knowledge and ſal vation of the Soul: So ſaid- 
David; By; or, In thy light ave ſeelight: And ch is is God a conſuming fire, 
that burneth and Sa ed fin out of the ſoul, and purifierh ir, even as 
fire parifieth Metals; and theſe areas ſavory words (as alſo is the work) 
to thaſe that ſo reecive them; and hen che inner eye of -the Soul is o- 
ened th 160 to have ſuch a deho}ding of Joſus hriſt, there- 
5 7 & ſdul be taugh to turn the-ourvard power i ſpiri 
rag uſe; and not to reſt in a bare belie vung bup grow in 1 4 
of 8 


f\ 


— 1 
1 — * 
N 


e <<" 


= 


corhar fe it full of graczanttruth ; viſſteth ir in its deſires, ſighs ant 
longiage, for rcry love to his preſence ; and then as he toucheth ir 
foftly, ani 4409uec1h it with the ole of gladaeſi, it is healed of all pains 
and Len {has then it cryerh co J-fus in the ſpirit, with a glad heart 
and ſwzcr ſt. Il yayce, as his love teacheth. 8 


This ope ing of th: ſpicituall eye of tae ſoule, is a light datkneſle, 
and rich pcvVerty, lea iing to purity of ſpirit, quietneſs of conſcience, 
in ad peace aud ſpiricuall reſt, with high and heavenly thoughts, in 
fingleneſs of foul, a light and feeling of grace in the ſecr:x5/ of cke 
heart, taſting heavenly ſavour of inflamed love, with brig'\\t-(hi- 
ning light, of reforming into pure feeling, whereof many--holy men of 
Gol have wriit-n every one according to his reſpe&ive feeling thereof 
in the grace of the holy Ghoſt; and tho igh they ſeem divers in ſhewin 
by words (becauſe then each one ſpake after his owu, then receiving and 
enereaſing in grace) yet neverth:leſs they agreed in all, as in one ſen- 
rence of unchangable verity; for the ſoul thit (through the Lords 
mercifall viſiting with hiy grace) comes to ſee the face of Jeſus by that 
touching and eſpeciall grace ot the holy Ghoſt, is changed and turned 
from what it was into another manner of living, for it is wondertully 
drawn firſt into it ſelf, from love and likings of all carthly things, in- 
ſamuch that it hath loſt the ſavour of che bodily life, and all things 
elſe, ſave onely Jcſus Chriſt ; and is thereby made clean from all the 
filth of fin, and all inordinate affe&ions are wiped off, and waſhed a- 
way in the blood of the Lamb, and hath nothing ſtanding co hinder 
him - ua wo God and his foul) but onely the bodily eye, which is 
thereby become blind, and the ſoul in ſpiricuall reſt with Jeſus Chriſt , 
without fears, cares or deſires of worldly things«,bur fully imployed in a 
free and ſpiricual working, and love therein ; whereby irs ceſt increaſerh 
to perfection; it — — called reſt,b:cauſe grace hath wholly loo · 
fed « the heavy yoak'and bonds of fiz(hly love, ro work with cafe in (we: c 
am: ty, joy and delight, as the holy Spirit directeth the ſoul and leadeth 
it: and this doth ſilence the ſoul from janglings of all other 
3 forit is the voyce of Jeſs Chriſt in heavenly vertue, 
oftly ſounding in the clean ſoul by his quick and r word (ha rp- 
ly dividing between tie oynts and marrow, and diſc:rning the 
thoughts and intents of the heart) that (layerh all flethly love, and 
keep th the ſoul quiet from all the-tirrings thereof, and ſo is ſilente 
in heaven for half an hour (as it is written) even within in the 
clean ſoul, that is lifced up by grace, from earthly love to heavenly 
converſation; and ſo it is in ſilence, though but for a ſhort time before 
ie be again aſſaulted by its enemies 3 - yet hath ir peace in con- 
foience;\becauſe chis grace puts ot all Sad priekings, ti 
and fighting of fin, waking: Jeſus * Wal b 
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of will and affecions, ſo chat there are ne upſraidings of fin 
nor teptovings for faults; for the Son and than ſoul ha ve killed each 
other, and arc become friends, and all faults paſt ate forgiven, whereby 
the ſoul feelerh aſſurance of its ſalvation (by the witneſs of the holy 
Ghoſt in the heart) and thereby receiverh day by day more and more 
ſpiricuall joy and boldneſsro come to the ttne of grace, the holy 
Spirit bearing wirneſs of irs ſonſhip, and the wirncls in the conſci- 
cnce :dminifirin ſure conſolation, with peace and pure accord, love 
and laſting frien ay get 4,55 Chriſt and the foul, ſo that the 
{oul is then above. the world in high and heavenly contemplation, 
which is an earneſt of true glory here in the body, in the edge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, with ſo ſtrong and laſting deſires of love, that many 
waters cannot quench ;— And bleſſed is that ſoul which is ever fed in 
feeling of love in Jeſus Chriſts preſence, & is born up by deſire to him 
in his abſence ; fer he is wiſe and hath well learned Chriſt,that helderh 
him ſadly and reverently with pure affections, while he is preſent; and 
while he is as abſent, beareth it patiently and eaſily, withour bitter 
pains of impure deſires;. an as there are diverſities of feelings 
in the preſence of grace, ſo there are in the abſence of grace, accordin 
to the ſouls mee kneſꝭ or growth therein ; and therefore he that — 
not the abſence vf grace, is readily deceived by outward ſounds of o- 
ther mens ſayings ; and he that is not diligent and watchfull 
to keep the preſence of grace, is very unkind to Jeſus Chriſt; that in 
and for love giveth it; for the ſoul ſhould be like her head in vertue 
and firmneſs of perfect love. And this take for a maxime—-tbar be 
who perceiv eth no changes in feeling of his grace given him, bur till 
remains alike, all whole, ſtxong, ſtable, unbroken, or unhurt (as be 
thinketh) muſt needs be either full perfect, or-full blind; but the lat- 
ter is more like, or moſt to be feared; . for he that is ſo perfect, that he 
is above all touches of earthly things, dwelleth in Jeſus Chriſt by 
ſweet and ſoft love, is accepted into a high eſtate of heavenly glory 
and reſtfull pleaſure, knowing noth'ng bur pure love, which is God; 
bur he is full blind indeed, that feignerh himſelf ro be in grace and fa- 
vour with Jeſus Chriſt, without ſvirirvall feeling of the holy Ghoſt , 
and ſetleth himſelf in a ſtay*d cendirion, as if he were ever in feeling & 


working in ſpirituall grace, thinking thut all is grace that he feelerh, 


withaut and wirhin, and that what he doeth and ſpeaketh is grace, and 
that he is unchangable therein. and alwayes at one ſtay and con- 
dition, which he eſteemeth good : Such a ſoul is fully blisd, and 
altogether without feeling of grace in any its workings ; for they are 
wrought as aforeſaid, and by a lively inſpiration thereof, with the ſpi- 
rituall preſence of Jeſus Chriſt: in the ſoul, and ſweerneſs of his love, 
by his wonderfull in-dwelling there. This is the life of feeling in 
grace (after the meaſure of the gift) with a reyerend beholding him ſpi- 
rixually, wichout which (in ſome meaſure) all is but deceirfull aq. no- 

| thing 
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Gghrand ur egy, of himzuntill the reaſonable foal receive the king 
dome of God (as Chriſt ſaid) and that full bleſſed and endleſs life in 
him. And in order thereto, ever to feel and know how Jeſus 
Chrift opens the inner eye of the ſoul, of his goodneſs and meer mercy, 
when and as he pleaſeth, by lighting the reaſon with his true inner 
light in the confcience to ſee him, and know him by little and little, 
as the ſoul may luffer him; whereby he gently ſheweth the ſoul thac 
he is an unchangeable being, of ſavin 8 falthfalneſs, good- 
neſs and bleſſedneſs of endlefe life, which the obedient ſoul learneth to 
ſee (as much more then can be well expreſs d) as Jeſus pleaſeth to re- 
veal to him by his holy Spirit, and that not blindly, nakedly, or unſa- 
vourily, as in mans own reaſon (by his outward learning or other bodi- 
ly abilities) bat with an underſtand ing enlighined, comforted and 
ſtrengthened by the gift of the holy Ghoſt, with a wonderfull inex- 
preſſible love, reverence, godly fear, ſpꝛituall ſavour, and heavenly 
delight; lo as that the. affections become raviſh:d therewith, an4 
keeps from th: minding of earthly things: And thus is Gol pleaſed 
to begethis owne likeneſs in man, which beg tting is his Son in 
fleſh, even that goodneſs, fight, and ſure knowledge ot God in Chriſt, 
and love unfaincd in him, which is a reforming of the ſoul in faith 
and feeling, and yet may nor be grown ſo fully perfect in love, as 
ſome have felt and wricten of; bur the more clean, clear and fimple 
the ſoul is made in parting from fleſhly love, the more quick fight and 
greater loye to God it hath; and ir may be ſo, as though chere were 
no other man, that believed in, or loved Jeſus Chriſt, but that he were 
alone (as Elijah once thought) yet he would loye him, traſt in him 
und follow him, and not part with him for ali other things; and then 
2a man valueth all earthly created things at one rate, as nothing worth 
in his eſteem, knowing chat boch the love and the things themſelves 
(that worldly men eſteem and delight in) ſhall periſh r — 
covering nothing but cloſe communion with Jeſus Chriſt ſpiritu- 
ally; not flcſhly, for he knows nor after che fleſh, bat loves and owns 
Jeſus Chriſt in all men, without reſpe& ro outward perſons and things, 
and flies from the vain fights of worldly delights, chat others take plea- 
ſure in, his delight being onely in Jeſus Chriſt, leſt other things ſho.11d 
let the freedome of his heart from him; neithet doth he value or heed 
the ſpeakings of other men, unleſx in the ſame light, love & meekneſs 


of Jeſus Chriſt ; and would rather be ſtill in peace, having norhing 


ourwardiy, unleſs it be ſpoken feelingly and ſtitringly, as of the love 
of Jeſus to farther him therein Aud as for ſpe or hearing of 
worldly ſpeech, ir hath no ſavour in him, much leſs ſtories, ridings, 
or yain janglings, can have no place in his thoughts, and therefore 
not in his affections; for as the inner eye of the ſoul is opened through 
faich, working by love, into the beholding of Jeſus Chriſt by inſpira- 
tion of ſpeciall grace, it is thereby — ſubcill, and able to 


move 


* 
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me ve to, ard vetk inthe Lords vineyard, in ſuch manner of vor king 
by the Holy Gheſt, as the greareſt learned men en earth car not ma- 


ure ard ſpecial) giſt ofthe holy Ghoſt ; ard is not different in quality 


ſame, though it be ctherwiſe felt and ſhadowed cut to the ſoul. 
For as the foul groweth in grace, ſo grace groucth in the ſoul, and in- 
creaſeth more and mote unto the perfect day, and heaven] 2 of 
elpeciall ſeeing into the ſecrers of the 1 1d Jelus; ſo chat when the 
heart awaketh to Ged, and is kn:t to him, thenit flecpech, and is loſt 


in true inſyiratien of the holy Ghoſt, contemplatir g on Jeſus Chriſt, 
they were awake (though they had other ſleeps, ſomet. mes, as uhen 
Chriſt ſaid, -Could you not watch with me one koure ?) having their ſouls 
inſpired through grace, and the ſpeciall eye thercin opened, and be- 
holding Jeſus-Chriſt in putity and poverty of ſpirit, inward ſilence, 
true reſt, peace in conſcience, highneſs of heavenly thoughts, with 
fingleneſs and purity-of heart, diſlking the joyes of this world, and 
onely delighted wirh ſpirituall ſsycur of _ burning love; thir- 
ſing ſor, and gently ſecking the Lords bleſſed preſence ſpiritually, 
Theſe are true teſtimonies of the inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, in this 
keeping the ſpirituall eye of the ſoul ; bur ſecing that reforming one- 
ly in faith, and fleſhly feeling is very low and perilous inits begin- 
ning (becauſe of the aptneſs then to yield to the tempter and backs 
flide) and reforming in ſpirituall feeling and ſa vour ſo high and ſure, 
great diligence is requiſite in watching, waiting, covering, and labou- 
es Ting (as the Lord Jeſus moveth) in diſpoſing the affections, and bring - 
Ing the heart to cleanneſs and feeling of grace, which is a conſtant 
work, of much travel of ſoul againſt all wicked ftirrings and tempta- 
tions; for it ſo falls out with ſome, that through negligence and yiel- 
ding to tentations, the enemy enters the ſoul again; and then it 
feels not the grace us ir did, but it is withdrawn, and the foul returns 
into the ſtare as before ; bur then the ſoul is in much blindneſs, pain, 
ſorrow and unſavourineſs ; for it reliſheth worldly things but unſa- 
yourily, and is encumbered with bodily wit and earthly matters for the 
time; and then irdefireth after the grace of Chiiſt Jeſus again, and 
may not find ir fora time: but this withdrawing is alwayes for juſt 
cauſe, and alſo in much merey to prove the ſoul, and let it ſee that 
without Chriſt it can do nothiog; and come to him again with much 
ain and labour, fear, care, and watchfulneſs; while it 1 that 
jeſus Chriftheareth not, vhich is his dealing wiib many, for their ſpi- 
ri tuall ftrength and growth in him; ſor then the Lord Jeſus is ſure 
chat the ſoul will not turn again towerldly love, for that it can have 


no ſa vour therein; and then after a time Jeſus Chriſt retumeth in- 
| to 


ine, with all chen wit and skill, much leſs ſhew it with their tengues; 
cauſe it is ner getten by fle dy, rerthrevgh any mars labor, but by 


rem the heavenly pift in convei ſton ef the choſen ſouls, but is the 


from the world: And thus the Apoſtles flepr io the worldly love, while 


e 
ad, and from bim wri 24 ; 

, rom him wricren & of no private interpretation) quick- 
ning the thoughts of the foul therein with gieat — a and 
oe ſpecial, ſad, and ſerious waiting on Jeſus Ghrift, ro under- 

and Scriptutes in his will, and his teſtimonics of love therein, thiough 
divers inward diſcernings, ſu eet movings, aud ſudden rouckings of the 
holy Ghoſt, whereby the ſo I is taught and enabled thereto, without 
ether helps ; and he that thus is given to underſiand the Scripwures, 
values not the knowledge of men, green by learning, arts and ſci. n- 
ces, though of never ſo great worldly cunning and ul; for the end 
of the true knowledge thereef, taught by J Chriſt, is, that the ſcul 
may ſee and enjoy him, and attain ſal vation to life cternall, and thett- 
in gloriſie him, as Gai cquall with the Father, Cc. 'whercas the other 
er knowledge is for falk. ends, worldly vanities, and fleſhly de- 
ights 


When the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt are well $kill'd concerning their 
hearing the voyce of Chriſt, they truly hearkengknow,and follow bim; 
and then neither feignedneſs (by transformings,nor- otherwiſe) can de- 
ceive them; for the rein is no fainedneſs,fancy, pride, nor hypocrifie, 
but ſo:.ndneſs,meekneſs, peace and charuy,full of Ife, love and grace; 
ſo that when it ſoundeth in the ſoul it ſo aboundeth with ſtrength and 

| vertue, that it cauſerhthe ſoul ro leave all to wait upon it, to. liſten, 
N hearken, perceive, teſt in, and love the ſweer- breathing of his ſpiri- 
[-. tuall voyce, accokding as he ſheweth himſelf, whether as a Maſter, « 
BU Father, a Husband, &c. keeping the ſoul in a wonderfull reverence 
and lively bebolding of him, with much liking and delight to the 
ſoul, that it may become a true and fairhfull Spouſe to him in the ful- 
neſs of fellowſhip, and light of loye ;=—— and this is in great power 
1 and glory, a ſtate of perfection, in the way to as full communion with 
| God, as Adam had in innocency, and Enoch by walking withh'm— 
but the fight, ſtrength. and cemforts of ſome are therein more then o- 
chers, thaugh all in this ſtate are growing into the love and life of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo as the eye of heaven is opened to all ſuch clean ſouls, 
af whercot holy men have diverſly written, as they were moved by the 
| holy Ghoſt, as of a life above all appearances, likeneſſes, bodily crea- 
4 \ rures, of things, even as in heaven beholding the Lord Jeſus ſpititu - 
| ally, and loving him faitkfully, and therein knowing,God the holy 
Ghoſt, as love uncreated, and the love formed in he affe ctions of 
the ſoul, to be of and by him, through the Gght and knowledge of the 
unchangablc light and uuth, which is of God placed and ſeated in all 
meek ſouls, wherein the ſpirit of holineſs reſteth and pleaſantly wal- 
eth pet this fermed love in the ſoul is not God himſelf, but 
the loye which the ſoul feeleth in Jeſus Chriſt, and to him; neither is 
this the cauſe of coming to Jeſus ChriR, but pure love,-which is God 


him- 
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but whoſoever arrogate: to, of exalts himſelf, thereby becomes baſe 
and blockifh, an antichriſt, unfir for any ſpiritual work, and ſhall cer- 
tainly fall low-ar laſt, becauſe the power of the Lord Jeſus hath nos had 
a kindly working in ſuch a ſoul, or his p ire preſence received by it, or 
righrly known to it, to live and growup in it; as it is in all meck ſouls, 
that ina fill and q tier ſtaldneſs ſuffer him, and yeild to him, for the 
increaſe and finiſhing of his own work there in. 


The Soul of Man, which the LORD GOD formed (as hath been 
ſaid) by breathing of his breath of life into him, is a worthy likeneſs, 
image, or ſimilitude of God; not the bodily _ bur rhe 
inner j owers thereof; bur ſince falling from the light and hea- 
venly preſence of ſweet love, and ſe j; y, into the painful darkneſs and 
luſts of this wretched life, is by his-own act caſt ont of the heritage of 
heaven: So that man now ig mn wiſe can know Jeſus Chriſt (the Lamb of 
God that taheth away the ſin of the world) by running out with his thoughts 
jato the moſt excellent way that mans wit can imagine, but by a turning 
the Soul in to thit of God within it ſeif, in the ligꝭt thereof, and there 
waiting for his ſtill voice, wherein the Lord Jeſs Chriſt moveth . 
which the wiſe and prudent men of this world imagine to be a low, mean, 
natural and contemptible thing; bur therein is the living and true 
Gol diſcovered to the ſoul, and exalted above all created things, 
whereby the ſoul ſeeth it ſelf, and alſo above ir ſelf into the heavenly 
place; while it is ſo kept in the moft-inner and precious clean part of ic 
ſelf, and taxeth pure 1 therein, and that not onely for the light 
ſake, but for the bleſſed loye which is in that light, and the knowledge 
it giveth how to ſeek God within, and forget all bodily things without, 
and alſo forget thinking of it ſelf, and wayting to finde therein, onel 
the uncreated God, that made him, and gave him reaſon, will and af. 
fections, and quickenerh him in Ch ſt Jeſus * h's bleſſed light; and 
ſu as Chriſt Jeſus moves in him by his grace, ſo moveth the ſoul to find 
and feel him more in himſelf, as the true light, which is not a natural or 
bodily thing, but truth an faithfulneſs in ſpiritual light; for as budily 
light ſerveth to the body, or outward man, ſothis true light, and faith 
ul ſpiritual being (which is God in Chriſt) ſheweth to the reaſon of the 
ſoulficſt"ir ſelf, and then in and by it ſelf, all other ſpiritual things 
that are needſul to the — E e ie ax gyro So ſaid 
David; By; or; In thy light we ſeelight: And th is is a conſuming fire 
that bulnigh and —.— ſin out of the ſoul, and puriſieth wp as 
fire parifieth Metals; and theſe areas ſavory words (as alſo is the work) 
to thoſe that ſo receive them; and hen che inner eye of the Soul is o- 

2 through grace, to have ſuch a beholding of 75. Chriſt, there- 
by the ſdul be taught to turn the-ourward powers i ſpiri- 
tüzl 'ofe; and not to reſt in a bare belie ving, bub grow in 14 
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Gghrand N him untill the reaſonable foal receive the king · 
dome of Gol (as Chriſt ſaid) and that full bleſſed and cndleſs life in 
him. And in order thereto, ever to feel and know how Jeſus 
Chrift opens the inner eye of the ſoul, of his goodneſs and meer mercy, 
when and as he pleaſeth, by lighting the reaſon with his true inner 
light in the confcience to ſee him, ani know him by little and little, 
as the ſoul may luffer him; whereby he gently ſheweth the ſoul that 
he is an unchangeable being, of ſavin 8 falthfalneſs, good- 
neſs and bleſſedneſs of endleſs life, which the obedient ſoul leatneth to 
ſee (as much more then can be well expreſs d) 2 pleaſeth to re- 
veal to him by his holy Spirit, and that not blindly, nakedly, or unſa- 
vourily, as in mans own reaſon (by his outward learning or other bodi- 
ly abilities) bat with an underſtanding enlightned, comforted and 
ſtrengthened by the gift of the holy Ghoſt, with a wonderfull inex- 
preſſible love, revetence, godly fear, ſprituall ſavour, and heavenly 
delight; lo as that the. affections become raviſh:d therewith, an4 
keeps from th: minding of earthly things: And thus is Gol pleaſed 
to beget his one likeneſs in man, which beg rring is his Son in 
fleſh, even that goodneſs, fight, and ſure knowledge ot God in Chriſt, 
and love unfained in him, which is a reforming of the ſoul in faith 
and feeling, and yet may nor be grown ſo fully perfect in love, as 
ſome have felt and ritten of; bur the more clean, clear and fimple 
the ſoul is made in 8 fleſhly love, the more quick fight and 
greater love to it hath; and ir may be ſo, as though there were 
no other man, that believed in, or loved Jeſus Chriſt, but that he were 
alone (as Elijah once thought) yet he would love him, traſt in him 
und follow him, and not part with him for ali other things; and then 
a man valueth all earthly created things at one rate, as nothing worth 
in his eſteem, knowing chat boch the love and the things themſelves 
(chat worldly men eſteem and delight in) ſhall periſh ry — 
covering nothing but cloſe communion with Jeſus Chriſt ſpiritu - 
ally; not flcſhly, for he knows not after the fleſh, bat loves and owns 
Jeſus Chriſt in all men, without reſpe& ro outward perſons and things, 
and flies from the vain fights of worldly delights, chat others take plea- 
ſure in, his delight being onely in Jeſas Chriſt, leſt other things ſho ald 
let the freedome of his heart from him; neither doth he value or heed 
the ſpeakings of other men, unleſs in the ſame light, love & meekneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and would rather be ſtill in peace, having nothing 
outwardly, unleſs it be ſpoken feelingly and fticringly, as of the love 
of Jeſus ro farther him therein And as for oa 54 or hearing of 
worldly ſpeech, it hath no lavour in him, much leſs ſtories, ridings, 
or yain janglings, can have no place in his thoughts, and therefore 
not in his affe&ions ; for as the inger eye of the ſoul is opened through 
faich, working by love, into the beholding of Jeſus Chriſt by inſpira- 
tion of ſpeciall grace, it is thareby made cla. ſubtill, and able to 
| move 
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me ve to, ard werk in the Lords vineyard, in ſuch manner of von king 
by the Holy Gheſt, as the great ſt learned men en earth car not ma- 

ine, with all chen wit and skill, much leſs ſhew ir with their tepgues ; | 

cauſe ir is net getten by flu dy, rerthrevgh any mars labour, but by 

ure ard ſpecial] giſt of the holy Ghoſt ; ard is nor different in quality 
rem the heavenly gift in convei ſton ef the choſen ſouls, but is the 
ſame, though it be otherwiſe felt and ſhadowed cut to the ſou l.m— 
For as the foul groweth in grace, ſo you groucth in the ſoul, and in- 
creaſeth more and more unto the perfect day, and heaven] 11 of 
elpeciall ſeeing into the ſecrers of the I oid Jelus; ſo that when the 
heart awaketh to God, and is knit to him, thenit flecpech, and is loſt 
ſrom the world: And thus the Apoſtles ſit pt io the worldly love, xhile 
in true inſpiratien of the koly Ghoſt, cortemplatir g on Jeſus Chriſt, 
they were awake (though they had other ſleeps, ſomet. mes, as when 
Chriſt ſaid, -Could you not watch with me one koure ?) having their ſouls 
inſpired through grace, and the ſfeciall eye thercin opened, and be- 
holding Jeſus-Chriſt in putity and poverty of ſpirit, inward ſilence, 
true reſt, peace in conſcience, highneſs of heavenly thoughts, with 
ſingle neſs and purity. of heart, diſlking the joyes of this world, and 
onely delighted with ſpirituall ſsycur of bright burning love; thir- 
ſing ſor, and gently. ſeeking the Lords bleſſed preſence ſpiritually, 
Theſe are true teſtimonies of the inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, in this 
keeping the ſpirituall eye of the ſoul ; bur ſeeing that reforming one- 
ly in faith, and fleſhly feeling is very low and perilous in its begin- 
ning (becauſe of the aptneſs then to yield to the temprer and backs 
flide) and reforming in ſpirituall feeling and ſaveur ſo high and ſure, 
great diligence is requiſite in watching, waiting, covering, and labou- 


ee ring (as the Lord Jeſus moverh) in diſpoſing the affections, and bring - 
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ing the heart to cleanneſs and feeling of grace, which is a conſtant 
work, of much travel of ſoul againſt all wicked ftirrings and tempta- 
tions; for it ſo falls out with ſome, that through negligence and yiel- 
ding to tentations, the enemy enters the ſoul again; and then ir 
feels not the grace ns ir did, but it is withdrawn, and the foul returns 
intothe ſtate as before ; bur then the ſoul is in much blindneſs, pain, 
ſorrow and unſavourineſs ; for it reliſheth worldly things but unſa- 
yourily, and is encumbered with bodily wit and earthly matters for the 
time; and then irdefireth after the grace of Chi iſt Jeſus again, and 
may not find ir fora time: but this withdrawing- is alwayes for juſt 
cauſe, and alſo in much merey to prove the ſoul, and let it ſee that 
without Chriſt it can do nothiog , and come to him again with much 

ain ang labour, fear, care, and watchfulneſs-; whileir 2 that 
ö Chriftheareth not, whichis his dealing wiib many, for their ſpi- 
ri tuall ſtrengih and growth in him; for then the Lord Jeſus is ſure 
chat the ſoul will not turn again towerldly love, for that it can have 


no ſayour therein ; and then after a time Jeſus Chriſt retuꝛne th in- 
to 
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ta chat fo il full of graczantrcuth ; viſierh ic in its deſires, ſighs anti 
longings, for very love to his preſence ; and then as he toucheth it 
foftly, ani 440yueth it with che ole of gladarſi, it is healed of all pains 
and pantings, and then it cryerh to Jcſus in the ſpirir,with a glad heart 


and ſwzer ſt. Il yayce, as his love teacheth. 


This ope 1ing of ih. ſpicituall eye of tae ſoule, is a light darkneſle, 
and rich pcverty, lea iing to purity of ſpirit, quieineſs of conſcience, 
inward peace and ſpiricuall reſt, with high and heavenly thoughts, in 
finglcneſs of foul, a light and feeling of grace in the ſecr:xs of the 
heart taſting heavenly ſavour of inflamed love, with brig'\t-ſhi- 
ning light, of reforming into pure feeling, whercof many--holy men of 
Gol have wriit.n every one according to his reſpe&ive feeling thereof 
in the gra. e of the holy Ghoſt, and tho igh they ſeem divers in ſhewin 
by words ( becauſe then each one ſpake after his o], then receiving and 
enereaſing in grace) yet neverth:leſs they agreed in all, as in one ſen- 
rence of unchangable yerity ;— for the ſoul that (through the Lords 
mercifall viſiting with hiy grace) comes to ſee the face of Jeſus by thit 
touching and cſpeciall grace ot the holy Ghoſt, is changed and turned 
from what it was into another manner of living, for it is wonderfully 
drawn; firſt into ir ſelf, from love and likings of all earthly things in- 
ſamuch that it hath loſt the ſavour of che bodily life, and all things 
elſe, ſave onely Jcſus Chriſt ; and is thereby made clean from all the 
filch of fin, and all inordinate affe&ions are wiped off, and waſhed a- 
way in the blood of the Lamb, and hath nothing ſtanding co hinder 
him een God and his ſoul) but onely the bodily eye, which is 
thereby become blind, and the ſoul in ſpiricuall reſt with Jeſus Chriſt , 
without fears, cares or deſires of worldly thing, but fally imployed in a 
free and ſpiritual working, ind love therein ; whereby irs reſt increaſerh 
to perfection; it being truly called reſt,b:cauſe grace hath wholly loo 
fed the heavy yoak — bonds of fleſhly love, to work with eaſe in ſwe:e 
am ty, joy and delight, as the holy Spirit direRerh the ſoul and leadeth 
it: And this doth ſilence the ſoul from janglings of all other 
ſpeakers ; for it is the voyce of Jeſs Chriſt in heavenly vertue, 
ſoftly ſounding in the clean ſoul by his quick and piercin 2 
ly dividing between tie joynrs. and marrow, and diſc:rning the 
thoughts and intents of the heart) that ſlayech all fleſhly love, and 
keepꝛth the ſoul quiet from all the ſtirrings thereof, and ſo is filence 
made in heaven for half an hour (as it is written) even within in the 
clean ſoul, chat is lifced up by grace, from earthly love to heavenly 
converſation; and ſo it is in ſilence, though but for a ſhort time before 
it be again aſſaulted by irs enemies; yet hath ĩt peace in con- 
feiencez/ becauſe this grace puts oit all gratings, prickings, ſtirrings 
and fightings of fin, making Jeſ1s Chriſt and che ſoal boch one in a- 
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em; of will ardaffeRtions, ſo tharthere are ne uphraidings of fin, 


nor teptov ings for faults. for the Son and chan ſoul have killed each 
other, and arc become friends, and all faults paſt ate forgiven, whereby 
the ſoul fee lech aſſurance of its ſalvation (by the witneſs of the holy 
Ghoſt in the heart) and thereby receiverh day by day more and more 
ſpirituall joy and boldneſs to come to the t Hone of grace, the holy 
Spirit bearing witneſs of its ſonſhip, and the vitneſs in the conſci- 
ence adminirin ſure conſolation, wich peace and pure accord, love 
and laſting frien . Chriſt and the ſoul, ſo that the 
{oul is then above. the world in high and heavenly contemplation, 
which is an carneſt of true glory here in the body, in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, with ſo ſtrong and laſting deſires of love, that many 
waters cannot quench : And bleſſed is that ſoul which, is ever fed in 
feeling of love in Jeſus Chriſts preſence, & is born up by deſire to him 
in his abſence ; fer he is wiſe and hath well learned Chriſt, chat holdeth 
him ſadly and reverently with pure affections, while he is preſent; and 
while he is as abſent, beareth it patiently and eafily, without bitter 
pains of impure deſires;. ani as there are diverſities of feelings 
inthe preſence of grace, ſo there are in the abſence of grace, accordin 
to the ſouls mecekneſs or gromth theiein z and therefore he that nar; 
not the abſence vf grace, is readily deceived by outward ſounds of o- 
ther mens ſayings ; and he that is not diligent and watchfull 
to keep the preſence of grace, is very unkind to Jeſus Chriſt; that in 
and for love giveth it; for the ſoul ſhould be like. her head in vertue 
and firmneſs of perfect love. And this take for a maxime that be 
who perceiveth no changes in feeling of his grace given him, bur ſtill 
remains alike, all whole, ſtxong, ſtable, unbroken, or unhurt (as be 
thinketh) muſt needs be either full perfect, or full blind; but the lat- 
ter is more like, or moſt to be feared; ſor he that is ſo perfect, that he 
is above all touches of earthly things, dwelleth in Jeſus Chriſt by 
ſweet and ſoft love, is accepted into a high eſtate of heavenly glory 
and reſtfull tref- knowing noth ng but pure love, which is Gd; 
bur he is full blind indeed, that feigneth himſelf to be in grace and ſa - 
vour with Jeſus Chriſt, without ſpirirvall feeling of the holy Ghoſt, 
and ſerleth himſelf in a ſtay*d cendition, as if he were ever in feeling & 
working in ſpirituall grace, thinking thit all is grace that he feelerh, 
withaut and wirhin, and that what he doeth and ſpeaketh is grace, and 
that he is unchangable therein. and alwayes at one ſtay and con- 
dition, which he eſteemeih good: Such a ſoul is fully bligd,. and 
alcogerher without feeling of grace in any its workings ; for they are 
wrought as aforeſaid, and by a lively inſpiration thereot, with the ſpi- 
rituall preſence of Jeſus Chriſt: in the ſoul, and ſweerneſs of his love, 
by his wondertull in-dwelling there, This is the life of feeling in 
grace (after the meaſure of the gift) with a reyerend beholding him ſpi- 
ritually, wichout which (in ſome meaſure) all is but deceirfull, Ak. 
| thing 
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thing worth, nor any way of good uſe, bur hurtfull; for. as the ſoul is 
the and life of the body, ſo is Jeſus Chriſt the light and lite of the 
ſoul, by his gracious preſence, which cannot ſo well be expreſt as felt; 
for it is the light, life, love, 925 ſtrength and reſt of the ſoul that hath 
painfully felt it ; yet with ſweetneſs, inſomuch that it cannot ceaſe 
from deſiting it And this is, that no man may miſtake in or 
concerning the work of grace in his own foul ; and he who will cemain 
ſull filthy, may bear his on burthen-(whatever he be) and his ſhame 
alſo; for God hath not left himſelf without a witneſs in every man, 
neicher is he wanting to any, thuugh (as Chriſt ſaid) The holy Ghoſt 
inſpireth where and when hewill, and that privily (as the wind blow- 
eth) oft times when men are leaſt aware of hint, but is known by his 
Qirring and turning the heart into a beholding of his goodneſs, and 
melting it into ſaftneſs of love, & yet wondereth at his highneſs & ſhi- 
ning brigheneſs; bur che ſubſtance & effect of this ſhining grace remai- 
netk (though not in its fervour) while the ſoul is kept clean without 
fallings(by wilfulneſs or negligence) into a diſſolute life of ficſhlineſs 
and outward vanity ;—— and alſo know, that the ſoul which isunac- 
quainted with the touches of ſpirituall grace, is an enemy toall ſpiri- 
tuall works, as being old, dry, rotren, barren, and without favour in 
it z for the ſalt hath chere no favour, and to be trodden under 
, and nothing bur the light of grace (thr touching) maketh ir 
lively, ſharp, quick, ſubtil, ready and able to ſpirituall work, by gi- 
ving it great freedome, and a holy readineſs in will and affections to 
all;he Qirrings of grace in the ſoul, and to watch thereto for o- 
g of the ſpirucuall eye, whereby it becomes apt to meditation, 
watching and prayer, but not to pray in the common manner it did 
before,wich loud voyce, many words, and other mens ſpeakings, but in 
ſtilneſs of the voyce, and tenderneſs cf heart, & 9 up into 
it ſelf, and in the — preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, wherein every 
word and ſyllable hath a ſavoury ſweer ſound, and delectable melody 
in the heart by the holy Spirit; as being wholly entered imo the fire 
of love, the powers of the ſoul being all heated and inflamed with love, 
ſo that the ſparks flie upwerd, whence the fire came; and therein is tho 
foul ſo comfortably enlightned, that it knowes not how to leave off 
watching, praying, and praiſing God, with ſpirituall delight and hea- 
venly joy, when no matter is ſeen outwardly, nor voyce heard ; And 
this is the food and nouriſhment of che ſoul, and of much vecrtue a- 
gainſt temptations and likings of the world ; for it beareth up both ſoul 
and body from 4 heavineſs of heart, and feeling of the wreeched= 
neſs of th.s eatthly life, and the ſoul is thereby kept quick and lively: 
This was Davids prayer as Incenſe aſcending and-pertuming the ſoul, 
and ſo as any hath a Pſalm of the rs which is ſavoury and ſoft , 
ſweet and pleaſant, in the pure mind, broken and burning heart, it 
givethup a beet ſmell to the face of ont Lord * Jeſus Chriſt : theſe 
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are the prayers and ptaiſes, heard and accepted of God, (as before hath 
been ſaid) yielding and alſo receiving grace flom him, which he ac- 
c:prs as an addition to his Glory; and all other praying wants ſayour: 
and ſweetnc ſs, as a {peaking of words with the tongue, when the heart 
is gone atter other lovets, oc likings of fleſnly things, and the ſoul is 
not maſtei of the bedily wits, and imaginations of rhe brain, and is 
that wertin is no coaſlant devotion, no free om of ſpirit, no ardent 
and buraing love and aftcRions, nor whole mind; hut much ſpea- 
king and running about hete and there by words (ſeeming to {peak of 
ſpiricuall —— wichont ſavour, profit, ar any ſoul-ſatistaction, and 
therefore hear with me a few words more of this weighty buſineſs of 
Prayer, and keep firſt to ſilence and firm yarchfulncſs, chat thou maiſt 
ficſt come to a Hoyer feeling of this (piricuall praying, and that ſhall 
teach thee unchangable wiſdome, without fancy or. Bine, neſs (that 
thoſe are poſſeſſed with that [peak well or ill of things they know nor) 
and cheretore abide therein, untill grace come iato thy foul otherwiſe , 
and will remove it in part fora time, and employ thee ocherwiſe ; and 
then therein be obedient, for that js the beſt of all ſacrifices, whereby 
che holy God will be ſerved ; and ſo. there is no need of mans teaching 
how to pray or praiſe him, hat words to ſpeak, how to divide duties 
into parts, or to guide che affections; for the holy Spirit teacheth all 
this, and much more, as he pleaſerh ; and the ſoul feeleth it ſelf led 
thereby to 12 ſas Chriſt in ſome meaſur: but this praying and 
praiſing God wich the Spirit and underſtanding, the wiſe world ac- 
counts fooliſhneſs ,, and (being ſtrangers te it) would have others 
continue ſo likewiſe, In this ſpirituall warchfulneſs is the Revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the writing of the holy men of God are tight ly 
ſh2wed and opened, which cans wit, learning, reaſon, or ſtudy, cannot 
reach; for the underſtanding thereof is freely ſnewed to the clear ſoul 
by Jeſus Chriſt, who is the well-ſpring of w. dome and knowledge; ir 
is he that maketh the foul lively, and wife to underſtand the holy Scri- 
ptures, end yet not all at once in ſpeciall view thereof, but grace gi- 
veth abilicy in ſpirituall pianner., as it cometh into the pure mind: 
and this opening of the underſtanding is by the working of the holy 
Ghoſt in che p.eſence of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby che ſoul is enabled to 
expound the Scripturcs one aftet another, be they never ſo hard or ſe- 
cret; and the huder they be, and the farther from mans reaſon and 
underſtanding, the more feligl full is rhe true ſhewing of thein, whe- 
ther it be Litetal, as concernifig the outward man; Moral, to inform 6f 
vertues io be followed, and vices to be eſcheved; Myſtical, to ſce the 
words and works of Jeſus Chriſt ſpiritually 3 or Spiritual), as longing 
after him and his works, todo them iti like love, and live in chem as 
his friends (ſo ſaid he) and this laſt truly :unferſtanding Scriptures 
layouss- well, and very ſweetly in the Lords taſte ; for (0. the ſpi- 
rit of life givech underſtanding of vhat was focmerly by bimſclf Fre. 
ed 
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ed, and from him vritten (and ſo of no private interpretation) quick -· 
ning the thoughts of the ſcul therein with great ſwecineſs, ſavour and 
88 ſpecial, ſad, and ſerious waiting on Jeſus Ghrift, to under- 
ſtand Scriptutes in his will, and his teſtimonics of love therein, thiough 
divers inward diſcernings, ſu eet movings, and ſudden rouckings of the 
holy Ghoſt, whereby the ſo I is taught and enabled thereto, without 
other helps ; and he chat thus is given to underſiand the Scripoures, 
values not the knowledge of men, gotten by learning, arts and ſci.n- 
ces, though of never ſo great worldly cunning and FAY ; for the erd 
of the true knowledge thereef, taught by Jefas Chriſt, is, that the ſcul 
may ſee and en joy him, and attain Falvation to life etetnall, and there= 
in glorifie him, as Ga equall with the Father, & c. 'whercas the other 
ner knowledge is for felf- ends, worldly vanities, and fleſhly de- 
80 ts. . 


When the ſervants ef Jeſus Chriſt are well $kill'd cancerning, their 
hearing the voyce of Chriſt, they truly heaiken, knew, and follow bim; 
and then neither feignedneſs (by trans formings, not ovherwiſe) can de- 
ceive them; for the rein is no fainedneſs, fancy, pride, nor 5 
but ſoundneſs, meekneſs, peace and charuy, full of l. fe, love and grace; 
ſo that when it ſoundeth in the ſoul, it ſo aboundeth with ſtrength and 
vertue, that it eauſeth the ſoul ro leave all to vait upon it, to. liſten, 
hearken, perceive, teſt in, and love the ſweer- breathing of his ſpiri- 
tuall voyce, accotding as he ſheweth himſelf, whether as a Maſter, a 
Father, a Husband, &c. keeping the ſoul in a wonderfull reverence 
and lively beholding of him, with much liking and delight to the 
ſoul, that it may become a true and fairhfull Spouſe to him in the ful- 
neſs of fellowſhip, and light of loye ;=—— and this is in great power 
and glory, a ſtate of perfection, in the way to as full communion with 
God, as Adam had in innocency, and Enoch by walking with h 
but the fight, ſtrength. and cemforts of ſome are therein more then o- 
chers, though all in this ſtate are growing into the love and life of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo as the eye of heaven is opened to all ſuch clean ſouls, 
whercot holy men have diveiſſy vritten, as they were moved by the 
holy Ghoſt, as of a life above all appearances, likeneſſes, bodily crea- 
rures, ot things, even as in heaven beholding the Lord Jeſus ſpititu - 
ally, and loving him fairkfully, and therein knowing Bod the holy 
Ghoſt, as love uncreated, and the love formed in Fe affe ions of 
the ſoul, to be of and by him, through the Gght and knowledge of the 
unchangable light and ruth, which is of God placed and ſeated in all 
meek ſouls, wherein the ſpirit of holineſs re ſteth and pleaſantly wal- 
eth pet this ſer med love in the ſoul is not God himſelf, but 
the love which the ſoul fecleth in Jeſus Chriſt, and to him ; neicher is 
this the cauſe of coming to Jeſus Chriſt, but pure love, · which is God 


him- 
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himſelf,is che true eauſe of this knowing and drawing to himſelf ; for 
he ſheweth and giveth of this love (which is the holy Ghoſt) to reach 
and lead tlierein ſo that God is both the giver and the gift, as Chriſt 
Jeſus ſa d, 1 give my life, &c. whereby mans ſoul comes ro know this 
unc reated love; and toknow and love Jeſus Chriſt, as the free gift of 
God, whereby: he toucheth the heart with the inviſible lighr, to know 
him, and receive his love, and to love him again, as in and with the 
ſam: love (fo freely given and received) but afl in his own time, by 
more cuith or flow gracioas feelings, imparred into ſuch ſouls as ate 
cloathed wich the new light of righreouſneſs and true holineſs, which 
is a right reforming. in ths ſpirituall ſavour, love and meekneſs; bur 
he is not ſo lighted and led by the holy Spirit, that thinks he can do any 
good ching of himſelf, or otherwiſe then by ſuch working in him ſpiri- 


pally. . 


Io you my dear friends, that are of the holy brerhren, partakers of 
the heavenly vocation, I ſalute you in the pure light of unchangable 
and endleſs love in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, according to the ſpitit of 
holineſs, and unde hled liberty, wherewith he hath made us free, to 
ſerve him in ſpiric and truth; have you born the indignation 
of the Lord in your own particulars >— are you purged from the pol- 
jutions of che world, cleanſed from the filthineſs of fleſh and fpirir,and 
thereby departed from the ſhadowes of this world, and received glorious 
garments of the Lord; put off the mortall, and pur on the immortal 
cloathing, and ſweerly confeſſed, and meekly ſuffered for the name and 
teſtimony of qur Lord Jeſus, who is our life, and who of very fairhf.1- 
neſs and pute jo ve hath cauſed us to be troubled, and is near at hand 
to ſuccour y$u and gi ve you Teſt in him, purific and prepare you foi 
further til, ro your ſpirituall profit and ad vantage, in filling u 
che mealxe of his ſufferings in your fle ſh, and overcoming by the blood 
of the Lamb, the word of his teſtimony, and not loving your lives un- 
to the death, herein the eternall God will be your refuge, and un- 
derne ith his evetlaſting arm for your defence; and therefore all ro be 
faithfull and diligent, chat truth ſuffer not by any fa int or feeble ow- 
ning of it ʒ for we are not called onely to believe, but to ſuffer alſo for 
him in whom we believe; and you be here onely I and ſtran- 
gers, that have freely parted with your owne wills, defircs, ficſhly affe- 
tions, and worldly delights. (chat the eternall will of God may be done 
in you and by you) and now bear the Croſs yang Anno rag in 
clean veſſels, as Temples of the living God, for his worſhip in che 
beauty of holineſs ,— and what ha ve you here more that is worthy 
your minding, that man can take f;om you? or how may you withhold. 
any other thing from our Lord, cr his ſer vice, wherein you know that 
your lofi or labour will not be in vain? And therefore gird up tie 
oynes 
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lens of your miads, ſtand faſt, quit you lie men, and be ſtrong in che 
Lord und the powet of his might, chat the fear of man,cacetul thought, 
or i tate defire, be not found in any of yon; watch and pray, chat 
au enter not into tentat or give occaſion to the enemy af your 
ſouls, leſt there ſhould be — guile, or diſſimulation hid in any 
heart, ot a root of bitrerneſs ſpringing up, to trouble and defile, or o- 
ther unskilfull ſtirring by inordinate affections, in any ſoul after the 
bodily ſuffzrings ; changes being ſeldome free from remptations, 
ſpecially in the weak, who ate moſt apt to cenſure the ſtrong; he that 
hath the beam in his own eye, to pull at the moat that is in his bro» 
thers eye: while contrarily the ſtrong ſtrive not with the weakneſs in a- 
ny, hut cv.r to ſtrengrien the pure principle, & help it over the weak- 
neſs, that you may appeare (as you are) the-planc-which che Lords 
right hand hath planted, ſo as chat none can pluck you up, his portion 
and peculiar treaſute, his Jewels, fons of the fre: woman, that abide 
in the houſc for ever; a people hom the Lord loves, leads abholt, in- 
ſtru&s in his way, and keeps from evil, and to whom is his bleſſiag of 
and life for evermore; that are as living ſtones built up a ſpiritu- 
all houſc, as a city ſer on a hill, that cannot be hid, to ſhew forth his 
ife in the bleſſed love and brighineſs of his ſhining glory, and be a 
— ſavour to him in them that believe, and in them that periſh in 
unbelief ; by holding forth the faithfull word of his patience, and cver- 
— Gelpel of mans ſalvation, &c. What manner of perſons ought 
you e to be in all holy convecſation, that by che burning beams 
of his beautifull and holy preſence, you may put to filence the igno- 
rance of fooliſh men, chat blame your good convecſation in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and the hearts of others (chat tremble at the wird of the Lord) be 5 
melred iaro ten ler love and bea venly ſucetn: ſa, ſuitable to receive 
chat bleſſed Goſpel of peace and reconciliation, and ſo fuck at the 
breaſts of conſolation, as to be daily delighted wich the fte (ſprings of 
his love, thereby to flouriſh as an herb, and be prepared to en joy the 
inheritance of the Saints in light and th uh the worli know you 
not, and Satan (che enemy of your ſouls) would: not have you known 
leſt it ſhould be to his loſs) yer is the righteous God (greater in you 
en he chat is in the world) haſting to clear up your innocency, that 
you may be well known to have no ſtrange god amongſt you, that you 
touch northz unclean thing, bat are his ſons and daughters, having 
your habitation in the holy mountain, wich the ſhout of a K ng a- 
mangſt you, and chat his word ſpoken ſhall ſurely come to paſs, your 
enemies be found liars, and coafcſs that oy gs dealt unworthily 
wich you, for the Lord hath kindled a fire that ſhall proceed out of 
your mouthes to devoure the adverſary (which cannot be quenched) 
and they thau hurt you muſt be ſo killed, and there is no project to 
prevent it; bat as you are faichfull to our Lord, ſpirituall vi you 
mall have over che beaft, over his image, — mark, and. over — 
| hy aum 
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number of his name, and be found without ſport before the throne of 
God and the Lamb; and this is, it that giveth you victory, even 
your fim faith; bur you have nced of patience, and that it have its $ 
peife& work in you, ſo that (havirg done the will of God) you may | 
enjoy the 1 in thencw bea ven and carthy the rrac _ of God 
in ſpirituall plot y, in the cſſentiall freedome of vill, and reſtitut ion of 
all things into the heaven!y reſt, wherein all doubis ate reſol ved, un on 
cleared, and exptctatiors ſarisficd ; and in the way every one is to take 
care there be no giving or taking offence, no falling cur, no touching 
of any unclcan thing, noiha fly ſtriving with the evil nature in any o- 
thets (for that (as pitch) wilt dee) no gry ng place to evil, but over- 
came it with. gcad (as aut Lord commanded) and be ing ever apt co 


teach and bleſs, that you ni be heirs t the bleſſing, 


And to conclude, here is nakedly and barely ſer beſore all ſorts of 
men the wayes and wages (as Moſes ſometimes ſa id) of good and evil, 
life and death, for every man to chuſe which he will; for fo ir plea- 
lech the Lord to deal with every man, and therein he doth man no 

wrong, by leaving him to his own will, and giving him a reward ae- 
cording to his own works, &c. and experience teacheth that every man 
vill ſay, he loves God and Chriſt, and would be ſorry elſe (while he 
acts as his cnemic againſt him) and that he would have everlaſting life, 
his ſoul ſaved by partaxing of the joyes of heaven, and avoyding the 
torments of hell ; and therefore would die the death of the righteous, and „ 
. have his latter cad Lhe his. And ſo ſaid Baalam when he was ſtri- 
ving tocurſe the people of God, and gave wicked counſel to the King 
of Moab againſt them; and to ſuch I ſay, Why walk you then in Bu- 
laams way for mens favours & rewards,& ſo act againſt the Lord, his ſer- 
vants, and the light of him in your own conſciences, for ſelf-cnds ; and 
make ſuch proviſion for che fleth to fulfill the luſts thereof? And why 
arc you not now willing to live- the fife of the righteous; but have 
him in ſo great derifion, and a proveib of reproach / as at this day)why 
do vou account his life madneſs, and h.s end without honour ? why 
erre y-u ſo from the truth, that the light of tighteouſneſs ſhould not f 
ariſe and ſhine in you, but reſt your ſouls ſo in fleſnly likmgs, and 4 
love ofth's world, whereby godlincſs ſcems nothing to you, but 25 a ' 
ſcornfull thing of noughr, and wrath reſts in your hearrs, even againſt 
the Lord and his ſervants,tho; gh you ſay you love him; but know, that 
for all theſe things, the Lord God will bring you to judgement, & you 
ſhall ſee (as it is written) the righteous ſtand with great boldneſs, and 
his ſalvation ſeem ſtrange to you, above all yon looked for; and then 
. (@ver-lare' you may ſay within your ſelves, What hath pride proſued 
. us,orthe-pomp ef riches (with our yaunting)brought us whe tdal- 
gods you now ſerve ſhall depart: as a ſhadow,” or Poſt chat paſſeth by, 
I 11 wit 
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with the friendſhip of this world, whereby you are at enmity with God; 
for (as it is written) whoſoever ill be A triend to this world is the e- 
nemy of God, and atraid o him, ſecks to h de: bis heart from-him, and 
inward fear poſſęſſech him (as ic did Adam) fo that hehates his light, 
loves dare ke eps in it, flies, wanders, ſtumbles, ſtaggers, and peace 
de parteth from him; and though he force to himſelf a kind of counter- 
feir mirth for a time, yet therewith alſo he is ſoon pinched, and feels a 
heavy weight and pain in his own boſom,from which he cannot fl. e, but 
it reproves him and condemns him at every turn; and as for ihe light 
that ſhineth in the daik place of his ſoul, he is afraid of char alſo, an4 
ſaith or love find no room in his earthen veſſel; for b-s own luſts fill 
up the place, and devour all, by conceit, imaginations, and vile at- 
feRioms, wherein he ſpends his time ro beaſt himſelf, and yer ger 
ſwelling words of vanity, touching things he never faw, and to have 
mens perſons in admiration for advantage fake ; which is a knowledge 
and condition that puff:th up the heart (bur redecms not to Gol from 
the worldly glory and vain converſation) wh-rein ſome are ſo ferrered 
that they will not be reclaimed, or endure to be ſoberly admonilhed to 
the contrary tor the ſafety of their ſouls ; from whence there is this one 
one ly way, Feſus chriſt (the pure path to be known ſpiritually) and the 
Father worſhipped in him; to which a very plain fimple man 
(as the fiſhermen withour humane learning) may eafily attain, if he 
hinder not himſelfby his own willing, ſecking, deſiring, hearing, ſtri- 
ving, or outward contention about it; becauſe there is a pure princi- 
ple in every mans conſcience, which hath onely need to be awaked, 
ſtirred up, and quickned to behold and ſee all things, in the inner pow- 
ers and parts ot the ſoul , and ſo ceaſe from all outward ſeekings for it, 
becauſe it is there the fiee giſt of God by his ſpirit, and ſuch as no man 
can fully reach the knowledge of to another (cho gh he were never ſo 
well acquainted with the Divine Myſteries) which if well conſide red 
by thoſe that have attained to ſome ſmall meaſure or degree of graces 
they wo Id not ſo run into words as many do, ot b. ſo conceited of their 
little grace received, as to loſe it by vain-glory, while others that have 
much more, wait in ſtill filence of their ſouls for the Lords work, to be 
therein accompliſhed, as theſe alſo vould (oft times when they ſpeak) 
did they know how little grace or ſpirituall ſavour they have, in te- 
ſpe& of what God gi veth to orhers (that fingly wait on him with holy 
and humble hearts) and may give alſo to them, it they likewiſe wa.c- 
diligently for ir.—— Ah that worldly and vain-minded men would, ar 
laſt, confider and commune with their own hearts, to finde our their 
wayes, and ſce the ſadneſs of their conditions, with the high concern- 
ments of their ſouls, and how the difference ſtands between the chil- 
dren of this world (that are wiſe in their generarion) and the chil- 
dren of light, and how che latter exceed the former by many degrees of 
irue wiſdome from above, and heavenly joy, when no ward is ſpoken,or + 
Natter 
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THE END. 


